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this thing from being accomplished,

sink into oblivion, and may his power

wither like the gourd of Jonah. Let

all those who put forth their hands to

rear this House, or in any way assist

in doing the same, be blessed abun-

dantly in the blessings of heaven, and

the blessings of earth. And may all

things work together for the good of thy

people in all time to come.

We dedicate this Stone, and resign

ourselves to thee, to use us according to

thy pleasure, praying thee to direct our

course, and save us eternally in thy ce-

lestial Kingdom, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

CHURCH BUILT ON A ROCK—EFFORTS OF SATAN—THE

PRIESTHOOD.

AN ORATION BY ELDER JOHN YOUNG, DELIVERED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER STONE

OF THE TEMPLE AT GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, AFTER THE PRESIDENCY OF THE HIGH

PRIESTS' QUORUM, AND THE PRESIDENCY AND THE HIGH COUNCIL OF THE STAKE HAD

LAID THE STONE, APRIL 6, 1853.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

Brethren and Sisters—I have not a

written oration to read before you, but

shall content myself with simply ex-

pressing the feelings that pervade my

breast on this interesting occasion. What

I say, will come at once from the fountain

of my heart.

I have one thing to say particularly—

that this is the best day I ever saw in

all my life. I realize that I am greatly

blessed, in connection with my brethren

and sisters of this Church, that I am

permitted to live to see the present day,

and to stand upon this rock, which is

the Northwest Corner Stone of a Tem-

ple that is to be built upon this ground,

which Stone we have laid in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ.

I firmly believe that, as we stand

upon this rock, so is the Church of

Latter-day Saints founded upon the rock

of eternal ages. My continual prayer

and desire are, that we may live to

see a Temple built to the name of

the Most High God. I feel myself

honored of God and my brethren, in

having the opportunity of standing here

today, in speaking, and realizing what I

have, since I came on the Temple ground.

I hope we shall see the Capstone

brought on with shouts of joy. I believe

we shall, if we remain faithful in the

cause of truth.

I very well know that, at the com-

mencement of the Temples that have

heretofore been built to the name of the

Lord, by this people, the devil has al-

ways moved his artillery with greater

power and activity at that time. This is

the foundation of the fourth Temple that

the Latter-day Saints have laid; and I

pray that we shall all feel nerved up with

power to accomplish the great and glori-

ous work which we are called to perform.

For my own part, I am sensible that I

have not long to stay upon the earth, but

I have a great desire to live in connec-

tion with my brethren, to see this Tem-

ple completed. I believe we shall.

My chief interest in living on the


