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"And when they shall say unto you:

Seek unto them that have familiar spir-

its, and unto wizards that peep and

mutter—should not a people seek unto

their God for the living to hear from the

dead?"

The foregoing text was copied by

Nephi, from the Book of Isaiah, about six

hundred years before Christ, and is now

contained in the second Book of Nephi,

chap. ix.

For the last few years the world has

been disturbed very much by alleged

communications from the world of spir-

its. "Mesmerism," "Clairvoyance," "Spir-

itual Knockings," "Writing Mediums,"

&c., are said to be channels of communi-

cation between the living and the dead.

How often one meets with an invitation

to seek to some "medium"—to someone

"familiar with spirits," in order to hear

from a deceased father, mother, husband,

wife, or other relative or friend.

On the other hand, these alleged com-

munications from the spirit world are

zealously opposed, on the ground that

there is no such philosophy in nature;

that there can be no medium of com-

munication between the living and those

who have passed the veil of death; and

that, therefore, all alleged communica-

tions from that source must necessarily

be false.

It becomes the Saints to be able

on this, as on all other subjects, to

judge correctly and understandingly, by

their knowledge of the principles of true

philosophy, and of the laws of God and

nature.

If on the one hand we admit the

principle of communication between the

spirit world and our own, and yield our-

selves to the unreserved or indiscrimi-

nate guidance of every spiritual manifes-

tation, we are liable to be led about by

every wind of doctrine, and by every kind

of spirit which constitute the varieties of

being and of thought in the spirit world.

Demons, foul or unclean spirits, adulter-

ous or murderous spirits, those who love

or make a lie, can communicate with be-

ings in the flesh, as well as those who are

more true and virtuous.

Again—The spirits who are ignorant,

uncultivated, and who remain in er-

ror, can communicate through the same

medium as those better informed.

To illustrate this subject, we will con-

sider the telegraphic wire as a medium of

communication between New York and

Boston.

Through this medium a holy Prophet

or Apostle could communicate the holy

and sacred words of truth; while through

the same, could be communicated words

of truth in relation to news, business

transactions, the sciences, &c.; and also

every species of lie, error, imposition,

fraud, &c. Hence, if the people of

New York should submit to the guidance

of beings in Boston, who communicate


