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with them by telegraph or other medi-

ums, they would be guided by a mix-

ture of intelligence, truth, error, false-

hood, &c., in every conceivable variety.

So with communications from the spirit

world, if we once credit the philosophy or

fact of an existing medium of communi-

cation.

If, on the other hand, we deny the

philosophy or the fact of spiritual com-

munication between the living and those

who have died, we deny the very foun-

tain from which emanated the great

truths or principles which were the foun-

dation of both the ancient and modern

Church.

Who communicated with Jesus and

his disciples on the holy mount? Moses

and Elias, from the invisible world. Who

bestowed upon the Apostles the commis-

sion to preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture in all the world? He that had passed

the veil of death, and had dwelt in the

spirit world, yea, he that had ascended

far on high above the realms of death,

and far beyond all the principalities and

powers of the spirit world, and had en-

tered, and been crowned, in the man-

sions of immortal flesh.

Who communicated with the beloved

disciple on the Isle of Patmos, and re-

vealed those sublime truths contained

in his prophetic book? He that liveth

and was dead, through his angel, who

declared to John—Behold, I am thy fel-

lowservant, and of thy brethren the

prophets, that have the testimony of Je-

sus.

Who communicated with our great

modern Prophet, and revealed through

him as a medium, the ancient his-

tory of a hemisphere, and the records

of the ancient dead? Moroni, who

had lived upon the earth fourteen hun-

dred years before. Who ordained

Joseph the Prophet, and his fellowser-

vant, to the preparatory Priesthood, to

baptize for remission of sins? John

the Baptist, who had been beheaded!

Who ordained our first founders to the

Apostleship, to hold the keys of the king-

dom of God, in these the times of restora-

tion? Peter, James, and John, from

the eternal world. Who instructed him

in the mysteries of the Kingdom, and

in all things pertaining to Priesthood,

law, philosophy, sacred architecture, or-

dinances, sealings, anointings, baptisms

for the dead, and in the mysteries of the

first, second, and third heavens, many of

which are unlawful to utter? Angels and

spirits from the eternal worlds.

Who revealed to him the plan of re-

demption, and of exaltation for the dead

who had died without the Gospel? And

the keys and preparations necessary for

holy and perpetual converse with Jesus

Christ, and with the spirits of just men

made perfect, and with the general as-

sembly and Church of the Firstborn, in

the holy of holies? Those from the dead!

Again—How do the Saints expect the

necessary information by which to com-

plete the ministrations for the salvation

and exaltation of their friends who have

died?

By one holding the keys of the oracles

of God, as a medium through which the

living can hear from the dead.

Shall we, then, deny the principle,

the philosophy, the fact of communica-

tion between worlds? No! Verily no!

The spiritual philosophy of the

present age was introduced to the mod-

ern world by Joseph Smith. The peo-

ple of the United States abandoned

him to martyrdom, and his followers

to fire, and sword, and plunder, and

imprisonment, and final banishment

to these far-off mountains and deserts,

simply because a medium of commu-

nication with the invisible world had

been found, whereby the living could

hear from the dead. No sooner had the

people and nation, thus guilty of inno-

cent blood, completed the banishment of


