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do not know when I shall pay you for it;

I have raised considerable wheat, but I

want to get a quantity of clothing with

that for my family this year; let me have

the carriage anyhow, and I do not want

you to askme for the pay, or say anything

about it." Still we cannot find one fam-

ily to acknowledge they are sustained

by the Church, and own the name of

being poor—who cannot sustain them-

selves. We have the proof on hand for

this.

There is much said in the Bible with

regard to the rich. In one place it is

said, "It is hard for a rich man to en-

ter into the kingdom of heaven;" but

"blessed are the poor, for they shall in-

herit," &c. Can you understand what the

Lord means by these sayings, and oth-

ers, by His Prophets and Apostles, touch-

ing the poor? He means simply this,

"Those who have the good things of this

world, and will put them to use in build-

ing up the kingdom of God on earth; will

feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and

do good with them; they are my people,

saith the Lord."

But let me tell you, poor men, or poor

women, who have nothing, and covet

that which is not their own, are just as

wicked in their hearts, as the miserly

man who hoards up his gold and silver,

and will not put it out to use. I wish

the poor to understand, and act as they

would wish others to act towards them in

like circumstances.

Let the brethren and sisters who

have come in this season, as quick as

the Lord puts anything in their pos-

session, first pay the debts they owe

the poor in foreign countries. They

do not owe it here; it is merely paid

into the treasury here, from which

it is appropriated to bring the poor

Saints of other countries to this place.

You owe it to people that cannot help

themselves; to those who may travel

hundreds of miles, and apply to ev-

ery mechanic's shop or factory for em-

ployment, to get a penny to buy a loaf of

bread, and to no avail.

The Americans do not understand

this; they have seen hard times it is true,

but they never saw people as poor as

they are in Europe. In the eastern coun-

tries of America, there are thousands

who have hard fare, but they can get food

in a way the poor of the old countries

cannot. You who have come from there,

know what it is; it has been before your

eyes all your lifetime.

If the poor there are found asking

for a meal of victuals, or soliciting the

least help in the streets as vagrants, they

are reported to the police; and what is

next? They are taken and put into the

house of correction, and made to work on

the treadmill, and there, by their own

weight, made to turn machinery con-

structed to grind sand and other sub-

stances. In these circumstances thou-

sands of them die yearly. It is against the

law in that country for them to be found

begging, and in some places, if they are

found begging a third time, they are put

in the stocks.

As many of you may not know what

the stocks are, I will try to describe them.

You will see, by the side of the most

public thoroughfares, or in the public

market-places, two posts sunk firmly in

the ground; from post to post there is

a thick block of wood let into them and

pinned fast; there is also another block

above the first one, that is made to slide

down upon it, where it can be made fast;

there is a half circle made in each block,

which, when they come together, form a

round hole. In this hole the vagrant is

made fast by the neck. The upper block

is raised, he is made to put his neck be-

tween, it is then slid down, and made

fast; and there they leave him, where he

is obliged to stay as long as the officer is

disposed to keep him.

Do you see any such things in any

part of America? The brethren and


