58 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

We can see how the Lord has prospered
us as a people since we came to this terri-
tory, and how everything has worked for
our good through obeying the counsel of
those God has appointed for our consola-
tion, happiness, and benefit, both tempo-
rally and spiritually. All this has a tendency
to the redemption of Zion; it is all making
to that great point. Whenever the proper-
ties of this Church shall be consecrated to
it, and the Saints receive their stewardship,
it will all be tending to bring about that
which is so often spoken of in ancient and
modern revelations.

The Perpetual Emigrating Fund is one
of the helps that is introduced to lead us
previous to our getting into that more per-
fect state; and when we get into that, it will
all be Perpetual Fund, or any other kind of
funds we please to name, for the property
will all be consecrated unto the Lord, with
a deed and covenant that cannot be bro-
ken; then the servants of God can take the
whole of the property and use it according
to the mind and will of God, and it will be
all Perpetual Fund, and all tithing funds,
and all public building funds; for it will be
just the kind of funds the Lord shall direct
to accomplish whatever is designed in His
wise purposes through His servants.

Let us step forward, and build up this
Fund, and take hold of simple things, if we
ever expect to receive the greater ones. We
had excellent preaching this forenoon, as
to practical duties; this has been my man-
ner of preaching when abroad upon the
earth, except on my last mission; on that,
I was sent to preach the doctrine of plural-
ity of wives. In all my preaching on other
missions, I have endeavored to be just as
practical as possible among the people,
showing them their everyday duties. I have
published many pamphlets and works,
and in the most of them, I have pub-
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lished the simple, plain, easy principles of the
Gospel. It is true, in answering some queries
that have been put forth by the world, I have
been obliged to deviate, in some of my pub-
lications, from the plain and simple course I
have generally pursued in my works.

For instance, the world read in the reve-
lations we have received, that there are more
Gods than one. This is something that does
not immediately concern us; but yet oppos-
ers get up and contend against us, and prej-
udice the minds of congregations against
the people of God, because they profess to
believe, not only in a plurality of wives, but
also in a plurality of Gods; it is necessary to
show them the reasons for our belief—the
whys and the wherefores; and this I endeav-
ored to do in some of my last publications;
not because I had more light upon this sub-
ject than many others, but I endeavored to
do it for the benefit of the people—to show
them wherein we believe in the plurality of
Gods, and yet acknowledge only one God. I
believe both of these principles with all my
heart. I believe there is one only wise God,
and I believe there is an immense num-
ber of Gods. The people know we believe
these doctrines, and they publish against us
on this ground; and if we should not take
up any arguments to explain the matter, it
would only serve to rivet down their preju-
dices on their hearts. Notwithstanding this,
it was always more delightful to me in all
my preachings abroad, and in any publica-
tions I have sent forth, to dwell upon faith,
repentance, baptism for the remission of
sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the
laying on of hands, and upon the plain,
simple, everyday duties of the Saints, show-
ing them what to do in order to obtain eter-
nal life in the kingdom of God.

So far as I have ever preached
abroad in the world, and published, one
thing is certain, I have not pub-
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