
lished anything but what I verily believed 
to be true, however much I may have been 
mistaken, and I have generally endeavored to 
show the people, from the written word of 
God, as well as reason, wherein it was true. 
This has been my general course. I may have 
erred in some principles; I do not profess 
to be wise, or to have more understanding 
than many others. I am not called with the 
same calling as those who preside over all the 
Church. I may not have as great a degree of 
the spirit of revelation; but I have always tried, 
in my teachings, and in my proclamations, 
and publications, where I could not get light 
by the Spirit of the Lord (or did not get light; 
I will not say could not, for I believe it is the 
privilege of all Elders, authorities, and mem-
bers of the Church of God to get light by the 
Spirit of the Lord), but where I did not get 
light by the Spirit of the Lord, I have gener-
ally been careful to back up all the doctrines 
and principles I set forth by reason, or by, 
Thus saith the Lord, in some revelation either 
ancient or modern. Previous to declaring a 
doctrine, I have always inquired in my own 
mind, “Can this doctrine be proved by revela-
tion given, or by reason, or can it not?” If I 
found it could be proved, I set forth the doc-
trine; but if I found there was no evidence to 
substantiate it, I laid it aside; in all this, how-
ever, I may have erred, for to err is human.

I feel thankful to God this day that I 
stand in the midst of a great and good 
people, that are willing to practice the 
principles of eternal truth and righ-
teousness; and those mysteries about the 
plurality of Gods, and the plurality of 
worlds also are good in their places; God 
has revealed them, and they are intended 
for our good and instruction, or He never 
would have revealed them.

But to go back to the words of  
our text; that is the thing that most 
concerns us at present. It should be

laid before the minds of the people and 
instilled into their hearts week after week; 
they should be taught and instructed in 
such a way and manner that these myster-
ies, when we get the true light upon them, 
may do us good. When the Lord sees fit 
to pour out wisdom and knowledge, and 
mysteries, and understanding from the 
heavens, may we, by practical works, faith, 
and diligence in doing our duties one to-
wards another, and towards our God, be 
able to receive them, and have them do us 
good. The time will come when the Lord 
will reveal all these things; everything in 
the heavens, on the earth, and under the 
earth; and everything pertaining to the soul 
of man will be proclaimed by the sounding 
of trumpets in the ears of all living.

I will adopt the old saying—“I feel first-
rate.” It does me good to get back into Utah 
Territory, after having been gone two years, 
to behold the faces of the Saints again, and 
rejoice in their midst, and to bear my weak 
and humble testimony of the truth of this 
great and glorious work. It is now over 
twenty-four years since I was baptized into 
this Church; it was twenty-four years on 
the 19th of last month since I was baptized, 
and became a member of this Church. I 
have seen it rise to its present greatness from 
a very few individuals that composed the 
whole Church in 1830. There were then, 
perhaps, not fifty Latter-day Saints in the 
whole world; and every year brings to pass 
the fulfillment of the sayings, and predic-
tions, and revelations of Joseph, the Prophet.

The work is rolling on as rapidly as the 
wheels of time will permit. I well recol-
lect a revelation given upwards of twenty-
three years ago. What did the Lord say 
when we were only a little handful? Said 
He, “It is necessary that my Elders should 
go forth into all the regions round about, 
and preach my Gospel, and many shall be
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