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converted; and ye shalt have power to or-

ganize yourselves according to the laws

of man." This was spoken before we be-

gan to gather. What was the use of orga-

nizing ourselves according to the laws of

man? "That you may break every band

wherewith the enemy seeketh to destroy,

and that youmay keepmy laws." Has not

this been fulfilled? Look at the time that

prophecy was given, away back nearly

twenty-four years ago. Has it come to

pass? Are we not organized according

to the laws of man? Are not many con-

verted just as the revelation predicted?

And are we not in a position, by being or-

ganized here in Utah territory according

to the laws of man, to break the bands of

the enemy, that they may not destroy us

as a people? If mobs undertake to afflict

us here, they will find it very difficult, be-

cause we are organized according to the

laws of man. If they use any exertion or

any influence to bring about the destruc-

tion of this people, we are organized ac-

cording to the laws of man, and can fight

them with their own weapons.

Not only was this for the purpose of

our being secure from the hands of our

enemies, but, "that ye may be able to

keep my laws." That was another rea-

son the Lord gave in the same revelation.

Are there not some laws of God that we

could keep if we were scattered over the

other states and territories, unorganized

according to the laws of man? Yes. There

are laws of the greatest moment, that

have a bearing upon the present and fu-

ture destiny of this people; that have a

bearing upon their eternal glory, exalta-

tion, and everlasting happiness. These

laws never could have been kept had

we not been organized according to the

laws of man. The Lord has fulfilled

this revelation thus far; how much more

complete this organization may become

hereafter, I know not, neither do I care.

It was not the invention of man, nor

the power and wisdom of man, that or-

ganized this kingdom, but the God we

worship and serve, who made the heav-

ens and the earth. He made this king-

dom and organized it, and established

it; it is all His, and He holds it in

His own hands; and the same great Be-

ing rules and governs the wicked; He

controls them, and He will fulfil every

word that has been given through the

mouths of His servants, as He tells us in

the preface of the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants—These commandments and

prophecies shall be fulfilled; though the

heavens and the earth shall pass away,

not one jot or tittle of the commandments

of that book shall pass away.

Everything will roll round, roll round,

roll round in its times and seasons un-

til this kingdom shall spread forth, and

the dominion and the greatness of it will

cover the whole face of the earth, and

there will not be a dog to move his tongue

from the Rocky Mountains to the utter-

most parts of the earth, but all be in

subjection to the kingdom of Christ; all

must become subject to her laws; and the

great nations of the earth—mighty na-

tions not a few, ere long will come up

to Zion to seek wisdom and knowledge

from the counselors in Zion. They will

read her laws, and say, "Our laws are as

nothing, our wisdom as foolishness, our

words like the tow that is exposed to the

devouring flame; we are broken asunder,

torn into fragments, and ready to crush

under our own weight; but your laws,

government, and officers are all good,

righteous, just, and true; surely the God

of Israel is in your midst. Come, let us

go up to Zion, let us hear from the wise

legislators of Zion, and let us hear the

laws proclaimed therein; let us learn of

the wisdom that dwells in the servants

of the Most High." And they will come

up with their armies, and their mighty


