
summer, and they are not salt waters ei-
ther, but they are fresh and good. How 
applicable are these sayings of the Prophet 
to the Latter-day Saints in Salt Lake Val-
ley. Their habitation is the “munitions of 
rocks,” and they ask no odds of the world, 
but they are subject to God, who has re-
deemed this Basin, and put salt enough 
in it to save us. It is not a dry and bar-
ren ground, for we can make it rain when 
we please, and they cannot in Long Island. 
The Bible says, “Have salt in yourselves;” 
we have it here, and if there comes along a 
villain who is worthy of it, we can salt him 
up in Salt Lake too. [Laughter.]

There is another thing I want to say. We 
should live before God and one another so 
as to reflect honor upon the cause we have 
espoused, and never let Satan gain an ad-
vantage over it, but like the true American 
soldier, let us keep our colors unfolded, and 
flying free, in the hour of battle; and let  
us all the time be right side up with care  
in the eyes of everybody. If you light a  
candle and set it on a table, everybody in 
the house can see; so let your good works 
shine before men on earth and angels in 
heaven.

I spoke in relation to some things on 
Friday evening, about which I merely 
wish to say the sentiments I advanced, 
with regard to certain doings here, are un-
alterable in my heart; I care not whether 
it is Gentile or “Mormon” that defiles the 
land in which we dwell. Judgment begins 
at the House of God, and the “Mormon” 
will be the first to feel the chastening 
of the Almighty, because we looked for  
better things of him: he has light and 
knowledge, and knows better than to

be guilty of such acts. If we always think of 
God, and maintain our integrity to Him, 
to ourselves, and towards our neighbors, 
the unvirtuous and wicked cannot find 
access into our society. If the gate of the 
citadel of virtue is never opened to our en-
emy, he may strive in vain. He cannot find 
access unless the way is voluntarily opened, 
and he invited and encouraged. Let every 
man and woman be on their guard, and 
situate themselves so that strangers and 
bogus “Mormons” can neither rob you of 
your virtue nor of your money or goods, 
that they cannot do a wrong that will bring 
a stain upon the fair name of the Saints, 
or damn themselves forever. I say, then, let 
the standard of our integrity and virtue be 
erect, and let it never lean to the right hand 
or to the left.

I have no blessings upon them that will 
do these things, even as I have said, whether 
they be Jew or Gentile, bond or free; but 
the men or women that observe the com-
mon laws of propriety, and walk upright-
ly, I do not care whether they be black or 
white, if they mind their own business, 
I say, God bless them, and guide them in 
the way of life everlasting. But the villain 
who seeks to lay the axe at the root of truth, 
and to bring dishonor upon the Saint, I 
say, curses be upon that individual, let him 
die the death of the ungodly. I do not wish 
anybody to apply this to themselves unless 
they are worthy of it; and if I am met in 
the streets and assailed with having spoken 
rashly, I say, you are the man, the saddle fits 
you; but those who are not guilty, but are 
secure in the possession of their virtue and 
good intentions, may the blessings of the 
Lord be upon you forever. Amen.
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