
one wife. And as for old Paul, everybody 
says he lived and died a bachelor; but he 
said all things were lawful for him, and that 
he had power to lead about a sister, a wife, 
as well as other Apostles, and as the breth-
ren of the Lord, and Cephas. Paul did not 
make known all things, for all things were 
not lawful to tell. He said himself, he knew 
a man that was caught up to the third 
heavens, and heard things unlawful to ut-
ter. If he did not take a wife, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, he did not fulfil 
the first great fundamental law of nature.

There are many living now who are 
bachelors. I do not complain of the very 
old men, for they cannot help themselves 
at all times, but I am going to complain of 
the old bachelors; and I tell you what it is, 
if you do not step forward and marry, and 
try to carry on the great work of Jehovah, 
it will be left for a better man to do than 
you. [Voice in the stand, “There is but one 
old bachelor in the Territory, and he has 
gone to the States.”] O! I beg your pardon; 
President Young says he does not know of 
but one old bachelor in all the Territory 
of Utah, and he has gone to the States; 
therefore I have nothing more to say on 
this particular point. Look abroad, upon 
the world at large, and how many are there 
who are too niggardly to take a wife, and 
support her and her offspring honorably, 
and rear up a family that will reflect honor 
upon them in their old age! No—they can-
not afford to do this, but they go where 
they can gratify their fleshly desires, leav-
ing the consequences altogether with the 
confiding females whom they dishonor, 
and who in that state despair of ever being 
reinstated in society with a good character, 
give themselves to prostitution, and in rot-
tenness go down to a premature grave with 
ten thousand curses on the heads of their 
deceivers.

Do you suppose these things are going to 
escape the all-seeing eye of the Great Jeho-
vah? And will He not visit the guilty sensu-
alist with a dreadful punishment? He will. 
Why not in honorable wedlock raise up off-
spring to glorify God? Why this niggardly 
disposition? No wonder the Lord Almighty 
sends the pestilence to lay them waste, and 
reduce nations and cities to ruins.

Brethren and sisters, it is for us to have 
the light of truth shining in our eyes, and 
honor that truth in all our intercourse with 
one another.

The Bishop shall have but one wife. 
If you were in a country where only one 
wife is allowed by law, then you would be 
obliged to have but one. What shall I say? 
A Bishop in England, where he knew po-
lygamy to be contrary to law, must have 
but one wife; if you want another, and the 
law will not allow it, you must go where 
it is allowed by law. It was the case with 
the Bishops in olden times. We must sub-
mit to the laws of man until he shall reign 
whose right it is to reign.

This is the cord that shall revolution-
ize the whole world, and it will make the 
United States tremble from the very head 
to the foot; it is like leaven hid in three 
measures of meal until the whole is leav-
ened. There is such a tide of irresistible 
arguments that, like the grand Mississippi, 
it bears on its bold current everything that 
dares to oppose its course.

Says one, “Why is it that men in your so-
ciety may have more than one wife? What is 
the policy of it?” The men of God who hold 
the priesthood of heaven, and imbibe the 
light of the Holy Ghost, have the privilege 
and right. Now let me illustrate one thing, 
and let me bring it home to you. There may 
be some under the sound of my voice that 
the case will fit. Some man will perhaps mar-
ry a wife of his youth. She dies—he loved
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