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this, and give me that; and I want

to have the other thing;" still you are

not willing I should possess it; and the

parent knows that often its possession

would be an injury. Or when one child

sits down in a little chair, another one

will cry because of it, without receiving

the least injury. If you place a plate of

apples or plums before a child of three or

four years old, he will not be content with

one, or two, or with as many as he can

hold, but he will try to grasp the whole

plate full with his little fingers, dropping

one, and taking up another, until he has

scattered and wasted them, and at last

be contented to sit down and eat one,

that is, if the rest of the children have not

any but himself; or else cry, when he has

as many as he can hold, because he can-

not hold them all. The little girl will cry

for the needle she sees her mother work-

ing with, and when she has got it, handle

it to her injury; and the little boy will cry

for the razor he sees his father using.

It is so with many of the brethren

and sisters; they cry for the razor. These

inconsistent desires of early childhood

for trifling things, are exhibited in the

human family, after they have arrived

to maturer years. They may be reach-

ing after things of weightier importance

than the child, but when they are com-

pared with eternal matters, they are just

as trifling; and to the mind that is in-

structed, that has been touched with the

light of eternal truth, they appear even

more foolish than children, because we

expect better things of them. As a gen-

eral thing, the men of eighty years of

age are as contracted in their minds,

as to a knowledge of the true princi-

ples of life, and the end and purpose of

their being, as little children only two

and three years old are of the business

that occupies the attention of the City

Council or the Legislature of the State.

The thousand-and-one inconsisten-

cies of childhood have their parallel in

the actions, and doings of many of this

people. Theatrical companies try to ex-

hibit traits of human life; but a bet-

ter stage cannot be than the world, nor

better actors than men, to a man of

understanding. It is pleasing and in-

structing to see certain characters per-

sonified upon the boards of a theater

which is managed upon righteous princi-

ples. A prominent feature of the human

world was most admirably portrayed by

our performers the other evening, in the

melodrama called "The Serious Family."

When the mother told the daughter to

say to the friend of her husband, they

had no spare rooms in the house, the

daughter replied, "Shall I tell a lie?"

"Yes," answered the old dame, "if it is

to promote our holy cause." Do anything,

no matter what, whether it is right or

wrong, to gain the end we wish, is the

language of unenlightened, unregener-

ate man. If the Lord Almighty should

give the human family their desire in

full, they would not keep the broad road

to destruction, but they would go across

lots, quick to hell.

It is not my intention to detain the

meeting long this afternoon; but before

I bring my remarks to a close, I wish

to impress upon your minds some few

prominent items of our religion. I can

say truly that I am happy, and rejoice ex-

ceedingly, and am thankful beyond mea-

sure, that the items I wish to notice are

in a great degree adhered to by this peo-

ple as a whole. That I may bring the

matter before our minds at once, I will

repeat part of the "Mormon Creed," viz.,

"Let every man mind his own business."

If this is observed, every man will have

business sufficient on hand, so as not to

afford time to trouble himself with the

business of other people. You can now

comprehend the whole discourse by the

nature of the text.


