94 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

earth, in addition to reading those books.
We should not only study good, and its ef-
fects upon our race, but also evil, and its
consequences.

I make these remarks to lay the foun-
dation for principle in the minds of the
people; and if you do not yet understand
what I would be at, I will try to illustrate
it still further. For example, we will take a
strict, religious, holy, down country, east-
ern Yankee, who would whip a beer barrel
for working on Sunday, and never suffer
a child to go into company of his age—
never suffer him to have any associates, or
permit him to do anything or know any-
thing, only what the deacon, priests, or
missionaries bring to the house; when that
child attains to mature age, say eighteen or
twenty years, he is very apt to steal away
from his father and mother; and when he
has broken his bands, you would think all
hell was let loose, and that he would com-
pass the world at once.

Now understand it—when parents
whip their children for reading novels, and
never let them go to the theater, or to any
place of recreation and amusement, but
bind them to the moral law, until duty be-
comes loathsome to them; when they are
freed by age from the rigorous training of
their parents, they are more fit for com-
panions to devils, than to be the children
of such religious parents.

If I do not learn what is in the world,
from first to last, somebody will be wiser
than I am. I intend to know the whole of
it, both good and bad. Shall I practice evil?
No; neither have I told you to practice
it, but to learn by the light of truth every
principle there is in existence in the world.

Still further. When I was young, I was kept
within very strict bounds, and was not allowed
to walk more than half-an-hour on Sunday
for exercise. The proper and necessary gam-
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bols of youth having been denied me, makes
me want active exercise and amusement
now. I had not a chance to dance when I
was young, and never heard the enchant-
ing tones of the violin, until I was eleven
years of age; and then I thought I was on
the highway to hell, if I suffered myself to
linger and listen to it. I shall not subject my
little children to such a course of unnatu-
ral training, but they shall go to the dance,
study music, read novels, and do anything
else that will tend to expand their frames,
add fire to their spirits, improve their minds,
and make them feel free and untrammeled
in body and mind. Let everything come in
its season, place everything in the place de-
signed for it, and do everything in its right
time. And inasmuch as the Lord Almighty
has designed us to know all that is in the
earth, both the good and the evil, and to
learn not only what is in heaven, but what
is in hell, you need not expect ever to get
through learning. Though I mean to learn
all that is in heaven, earth, and hell. Do I
need to commit iniquity to do it? No. If
were to go into the bowels of hell to find out
what is there, that does not make it neces-
sary that I should commit one evil, or blas-
pheme in any way the name of my Maker.

Do you not suppose the Lord is there,
and knows all about it? I am satisfied of it.
If He is not there, when the wicked inhabi-
tants of the earth begin to inquire where they
shall flee to escape from His presence, they
will find a hiding place in hell. If the wicked
wish to escape from His presence, they must
go where He is not, where He does not live,
where His influence does not preside. To
find such a place is impossible, except they
go beyond the bounds of time and space.

I have learned enough to be happy,
when I am in the enjoyment of the
blessings of the Lord. That is a great

lesson for a man to learn. There
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