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are two things that make this people un-

happy, if ever they are unhappy, viz.,

themselves, and the spirits that are

around them. This, however, will more

particularly apply to individuals. As a

people, as a community, there is not its

parallel to be found on the earth, for

contentment and happiness. Will you

make yourselves happy? You are greatly

blessed of the Lord, all the day long, and

should be happy; but we are apt to close

our eyes against this fact, and fancy our-

selves miserable, when we are actually

blessed.

To make ourselves happy is incorpo-

rated in the great design of man's exis-

tence. I have learned not to fret myself

about that which I cannot help. If I can

do good, I will do it; and if I cannot reach

a thing, I will content myself to be with-

out it. This makes me happy all the day

long. I wish you to learn the same prof-

itable lesson. Who hinders you from be-

ing happy? From praying, and serving

the Lord as much as you please? Who

hinders you from doing all the good in

your power to do? Who is there here, to

mar in any way the peace of any Saint

that lives in these peaceful valleys? No

one. It is for us to keep our own gardens

clean, and see we do not harbor evil in

our own hearts. Were we to look into our

own hearts and seek diligently to do all

the good in our power, and never com-

mit another evil while we live, what is

there to prevent us from being happy?

I know there never lived a happier peo-

ple, upon the earth, I might venture to

say, because of the dispensation in which

we live; it brings joy, comfort, and satis-

faction to those who will receive it, that

could not be realized by any people who

have lived before us.

Do we expect to see our children

grow up in darkness, and rebellion

against the principles of the Gospel

of Christ? Have you this thought to

worry your minds? No. The an-

cients had, and their souls were some-

times weighed down with sorrow on this

account. They saw their children would

leave the true Church, transgress the

laws, change the ordinances, and break

the everlasting covenant. This we have

not to fear. God has seen fit in our

day to bring forth the Priesthood again,

even at the eleventh hour—at the end

of summer—at the harvest time—at the

gathering up of his sheep. At this time,

or never, He has put forth His hand

to send the Gospel to all nations, and

gather the people together, and give to

the chosen of the Lord the inheritance of

the earth. Now what hinders our being

a happy people? I do not see anything to

hinder it.

I have a few words to say concerning

our spiritual labors. I cannot, however,

define any difference between temporal

and spiritual labors. I call it spiritual to

accommodate my language to the ideas

of the people. Anything that pertains

to the building up of the Lord's kingdom

on earth, whether it be in preaching the

Gospel, or building Temples to His name,

we have been taught to consider a spiri-

tual work, though it evidently requires

the strength of the natural body to per-

form it.

If the weather had been fine the past

week, we should have been ready to have

commenced excavating the earth for the

foundation of the Temple. When we call

upon the brethren, we wish them to be

ready to obey the call. Probably a week

from tomorrow we shall call upon them

to commence this work. To satisfy those

who may wish to know the size of the

excavation, I will state that it will be

about 250 feet from east to west, and

from north to south a little less, and from

16 to 20 feet deep, we expect the ma-

son work of the basement will be 24 feet

high, 16 feet below the ground, and 8 feet

above. That will require considerable la-

bor.


