
We wish the excavation made, and ev-
erything prepared to lay the cornerstones 
on the 6th day of April next, if the Lord 
will; and if the Lord will not, I care not 
whether a stone is laid here, or in any other 
place; I care as little about it as the snow-
birds in our fields. All that concerns me, is 
to do the work the Lord has for me today; 
and if the work is designed for tomorrow, 
I will prepare for it today, so as to be ready 
to perform it tomorrow with alacrity.

I need not say anything more about the 
Temple; we shall accomplish that work as 
expeditiously as we can. I might advance 
many profitable ideas pertaining to busi-
ness, if the brethren who are men of busi-
ness, and understand what is needed in our 
case, would listen, and profit by them.

I will say a word to the Seventies. 
Some of them have incorrect notions 
touching the Seventies’ Hall; and I

wish them to understand, that the Temple 
must be the first thing in our thoughts; 
and if I want all the funds that have been 
collected for the Seventies’ Hall, for the 
erection of a Temple, I calculate to use 
them. The people need not expect us to 
give them the easy circumstances the no-
blemen of the Gentile nations enjoy, while 
there is so much for us to do for the public 
good. There is more before us to be done 
this year, than will take five to accom-
plish. We are not, however, going to do all 
things this year; we are not going to finish 
the Temple this year, but we will begin it. 
The Lord requires all we have to be devot-
ed to His kingdom; and though it be but 
the widow’s mite, He can do as much with 
two mites as we can with millions of them.

May the Lord God of Israel bless you, 
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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By the request of our President, I arise 
this afternoon for the purpose of address-
ing you upon those subjects that may be 
presented to my mind, feeling joyful in my 
heart that I have the opportunity.

I do not say, as many others may have 
said, that it is a disagreeable task, or a very 
great cross, for me to address the Saints; 
this is not the case; it is a pleasure and a 
joy; and I feel to esteem it as a blessing 
from the hand of God, that I have the  
privilege from time to time of meeting

with His people, and speaking about the 
great things that God has revealed, which 
belong to our peace, happiness, and 
welfare, both here and hereafter.

There is no other subject that I care 
much about. As it regards earthly things, 
temporal things, the riches of this world, 
or the honors of this world, I will not say 
they are of secondary nature to me, but 
they are far beneath this; though they 
may be good in their place, yet my whole  
object and design, delight and joy, is
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