
that all this treasure is theirs, and the dev-
ils cannot help themselves. I am just as sure 
of it as I am that the sun will rise and set 
tomorrow. Do you believe it, brethren and 
sisters? Do you know it? Yes, you know it. 
Now if you ever expect to enjoy it, you have 
got to live for it, as individuals, independent 
of any other man or woman. You have got 
to live as independent Saints, and obey the 
will of God independently as it is taught, 
and laid before you from time to time. All 
that wish to be delivered from the scourge, 
and from afflictions, will have to rise up and 
do right to their God, and to each other, 
not as a Conference merely, but as a people, 
as the Saints of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. I am not going to com-
mand you to do it; but my advice is for you 
to do it. Rise up now, and do just as you are 
told, and you will see happy times.

I know there is a greater desire in this 
people for things that perish, for theatri-
cal performances and dancings, than there 
is for the public interests of the Kingdom 
of God. Well, let us be Saints indeed, and 
show to the world that we are for God and 
for none else.

Among some people in the world it is 
popular to be a Christian; and among an-
other class it is not popular; but it is popu-
lar with me to be a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; and 
then it is popular for me to do the will of 
the Holy Spirit.

A single man can accomplish more 
with the power of the Spirit of God, than 
this whole people can, if they will not do  
right. Do I fear anything? No; but if I 
have to bow down to the chastening rod, 
as I have already done many times in this 
Church, I will do it like a man of God. 
I have been driven five or six times, and 
yonder are my habitations, and they may 
rot there. And so have some of you been

driven in like manner; and some of you 
never had one thing to trouble you in your 
lives. I am now well off; but if I have got to 
come to it again as I have in former times, I 
will round up my back to the burden, and 
make it as tough as a piece of sole leather, to 
bear what shall be laid upon me manfully, 
or else I will die. I have no fears upon that 
ground at all; but my prayers are, by night 
or by day, for the Lord to take me from the 
earth, rather than I should sin against Him, 
or against my brethren, or against our Presi-
dent Brigham Young. I have known him 
30 years, and he and brother Joseph Smith 
have been comrades together; and better 
men never lived on the earth than they are; 
and you may tell the kings and rulers of the 
earth this, and the nations over which they 
preside, if you please. The reason why we 
would rather have him to be our Governor 
than any other man, is because he is the best 
man we are acquainted with.

I have lived in the State of New York, 
town of Bloomfield, Monroe County, 
right in the heart of the country where the 
ancient Lamanites, and other veterans, de-
stroyed each other, root and branch; where 
the Book of Mormon was discovered in 
the hill of Cumorah. From among those 
rich hills the people are flocking to these 
mountains. Why? Because this is the rich-
est place in the world.

The country adjacent to the Sweet Wa-
ters has actually become a rich gold mine. 
Talk about gold! The Lord can change 
any of the elements into gold as easy as He 
could change the water into wine.

I suppose I had better bring my dis-
jointed remarks to a close. I feel first-rate; 
I feel like a soldier of Christ, like a man 
of God. I feel sometimes that I could take  
one of those mountains, and handle it  
as I could a football. Bless your souls!  
If you will only do as the Lord tells
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