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are of an unpleasant character; and the
things that are in future are not in our
hands, and subject to our control, but they
are in the hands of the Almighty, and with
Him they are secured. It is the present,
then, with which we have to do—with the
things that are immediately before us; that
is, I believe, the common salvation. I do
not pretend to say what the Apostle had
his eye particularly fixed upon, but I shall
pursue this subject as it appears unto me.

Another thing I will suggest in the out-
set. It is often the case that we hear men
and women talk about temporal things, and
about spiritual things. What are temporal
things, and what are spiritual things? Can
you tell me what spiritual things are? Says
one, “It is a joyful feeling, that buoys us
above the cares and anxieties of this world.
Spiritual things are our hope of a glorious
inheritance in the Kingdom of God in the
future. Temporal things are the things we
eat, drink, wear, and use in divers ways, to
shelter and sustain this mortal body while it
remains a tabernacle for our spirits.”

I look at temporal and spiritual things
in the same point of light; they are to me
all spiritual; I know no difference. The
hand that has prepared a place in the celes-
tial kingdom for them that are worthy of
it, has also formed the earth and caused it
to produce food for every living thing. We
behold, in the starry firmament, the worlds
that are revolving continually around us,
which are made by the same Omnipotent
hand, and they are all His, and they are all
spiritual, because they are as eternal as God
Himself, for there can be no annihilation
of matter; consequently they are eternal;
and nothing we may conceive or imagine
of more refined substances can do more
than continue forever.

Everything God has created and
made, even the hairs of our heads that
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fall to the ground, do not escape His no-
tice. The Almighty has not organized mat-
ter as a mere plaything, of a temporary
existence, and then plunge it into the re-
gions of utter annihilation; but everything
He has done is like Himself, Eternal, and
everything eternally witnesses the goodness
of the Supreme Ruler, for all His works
shall praise Him. If His works are to per-
ish, where is the monument of His labor?
There will be none. What He does is eter-
nal, and remains an eternal witness of what
He has done, and so His works eternally
praise Him.

But we want to come to this common
salvation. It is said somewhere, whether in
the Bible or some other place, I do not pre-
tend to say; but if it is not in the Bible it
is nonetheless true, that “self preservation
is the first law of nature.” I have reflected
this morning a short time upon our con-
dition. I contemplate the circumstances
under which the Pioneers came to this val-
ley—the circumstances that attended the
early settlements and exertions made here
to procure the necessaries of life.

I was not one among the honored com-
pany that first led the way to this distant
region, that first plowed up the sterile soil
of this valley, but I was engaged in some
other country. Indeed while Pioneers were
on their way to this land—while they were
engaged in that arduous enterprise, I was
perhaps upon the banks of the Danube, or
might possibly be in England, or in Asia, I
do not now recollect where I was; but I was
in those eastern regions, bearing my testimo-
ny perhaps among the Austrians, Russians,
or Turks, among their consuls and agents,
bearing my testimony to them of the things
to come. Perhaps some in those nations may
now remember that an humble servant of
God at a certain time bore his testimony
among the people in that country, which is
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