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the principles of virtue and integrity is

in part or entirely neglected. In this way

the sins of the fathers are answered upon

their children to the third and fourth

generation.

Do good spirits want to partake of the

sins of the low and degraded? No; but

they will stay in heaven until a way is

opened for purity and righteousness to

form a channel in which they can come,

and take honorable bodies in this world,

and magnify their calling. Let us take

that course, and if we do not draw the

brightest spirits to honor our genera-

tions, it is because I do not understand,

and declare unto you, the principles of

true philosophy in correctness on this

subject.

Try this, and your offspring will be

the fairest specimens of the work of

God's hand. If the servants of God will

maintain the principles of holiness and

integrity, they can then have more than

one wife, and by that means you can

draw in your train more of those spirits

that will glorify the God of Israel.

Let me bring it right home to you.

Suppose your children were about to go

from you to some distance—would you

not feel anxious they should fall into

good company, into generous hands? Yes.

So, when our Father in heaven, who is

the Father of the spirits of all flesh (no

mother up there, is there? I do not know

that a man can produce his own kind

without the agency of woman; I know

of no such law in nature), sends spirits

to earth, when they leave Him, is He

not anxious they should fall into good

hands? Yes. He is anxious they should

have an honorable birth, and glorify His

name in the flesh, reflecting honor on

His character and dignity in heaven.

And if there is not much said about

the mother, if they honor the Father,

the mother will borrow her glory from

the father, it will come to her through

that channel, and it is a legitimate one.

The parent has a desire that the

recreant child may do well, at the same

time his good desires and hopes for his

welfare are weakened by despair; you

commit him to the care and keeping of

kind Providence; it gives you sorrow, it

pains you that he will not be good, but

you cannot help it, for he will not listen

to the counsels of a kind parent. So it

is with our heavenly Father. He wishes

the spirits born to him in the eternal

world to do well when they come here

to take bodies. If some are not so loyal,

so true and faithful as others, yet He

wishes them to do well, but at the same

time they must pursue their own course,

prove themselves, and then receive the

reward due to their works done in the

body.

Now then, let us commence to im-

prove our race. You know, to one there

is given five talents, to another two, and

to another one, &c. Let us improve upon

the talents we have received—upon ev-

ery power, ability and trust that has

been committed to us. If we do not, the

talents we receive may be taken from

us. After all these things I have told

you about improving our own race, self-

preservation is the first law of nature. I

have told you about the people in the Val-

ley, about the productions thereof, how it

was in the beginning of its settlement.

I wish to come to our present condi-

tion, and I want to speak justly and cor-

rectly, and if I do not, I know there is a

power here that will correct me, and will

not fail to do it. If I say anything that is

far out of the way, it should be corrected,

and I hope I may ever stand in that rela-

tion whenever I commit an error, that it

may be corrected before it be too late.

This season the Lord has blessed

us with abundance. I told you that

all things are spiritual to me, and

when I talk about potatoes, hay, wheat,

&c., I am talking about things that


