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no man or woman can enjoy them unless

they have first secured to themselves the

kingdom of heaven—unless they have

secured to themselves eternal life.

Our bodies are satisfied with plenty

of food, and we have property around

us of various kinds, which satisfies our

temporal wants for the moment. But,

as I told you some time since, the king

seated upon his throne wearing a glitter-

ing crown, and surrounded with all the

glory of his greatness today, tomorrow

may be numbered with the beggar, and

his crown given to another. Today we

possess riches, and tomorrow they may

take the wings of the morning and leave

us poor indeed.

How long shall we enjoy the happi-

ness we now enjoy, in coming to this

house to worship the Lord, and in asso-

ciating in other capacities with our dear

friends? Perhaps by another Sabbath

many of us may be laid away, if not in

the graveyard, upon a bed of sickness.

We cannot trust to the certainty of mor-

tal possessions; they are transitory, and

a dependence upon themwill plunge into

hopeless disappointment all those who

trust in them. When men act upon the

principles which will secure to them eter-

nal salvation, they are sure of obtaining

all their hearts' desire, sooner or later; if

it does not come today, it may come to-

morrow; if it does not come in this time,

it will in the next.

If people would contemplate the stu-

pendous works of God, and be hon-

est and candid in their investigations,

there is much to be learned that would

show them how comparatively worth-

less are earthly things. We see the

spangled vault of the starry heav-

ens stretched over us; but little is

known of the wonders of the firma-

ment. Astronomers have, by their re-

searches, discovered some general facts

that have proved useful and instruct-

ing to the scientific portion of mankind.

The phenomena of the motions

of the heavenly bodies, and their times

and seasons are understood pretty ac-

curately. But who knows what those

distant planets are? Who can tell the

part they play in the grand theater of

worlds? Who inhabits them, and who

rules over them? Do they contain in-

telligent beings, who are capable of the

happiness, light, glory, power, and en-

joyments that would satisfy the mind of

an angel of God? Who can tell these

things? Can they be discovered by the

light of science? They cannot. Let ev-

ery intelligent person seriously contem-

plate this subject, and let the true light

of reason illuminate the understanding,

and a sound judgment inspired by the

Spirit of Christ be your guide, and what

will be your conclusions? They will be

what mine are—that the Lord Almighty

reigns there; that His people are there;

and that they are, or have been, earths to

fulfil a similar destiny to the one we in-

habit; and there is eternity; and as Enoch

of old said—"Thy curtains are stretched

out still."

Can any of the astronomers in the

world point out the kingdom or the world

where God is not? Where He does not

reign? Can a kingdom be found, by

worldly wisdom, study, or by any means

that can be employed, over which He

does not sway His scepter? If such a

kingdom exists, I will acknowledge that

the doctrine I taught you the other day is

incorrect; and besides that, you will have

to blot out some of the writings of the an-

cient Scriptures.

I wish to make an application of this,

with the sayings we have heard from

brother Amasa Lyman today.

We talk about true riches—about

the eternal attributes of the Deity—

and about that which He has given

to the children of men. I also heard

something said the other day about

sanctification. This doctrine I heard

taught many years ago, and I perceive

that men do not fully understand these


