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direction. Would an apostate do this?

No. But they wish to sour, corrupt, and

desecrate with apostasy every Saint they

come in contact with. It is not in them to

do any good to the cause of truth; but out

of the evil they design the Lord will bring

good.

This people commencedwith nothing.

Joseph Smith, the honored instrument

in the hands of God to lay the foundation

of this work, commenced with nothing;

he had neither the wisdom nor the riches

of this world. And it is proven to our sat-

isfaction, that when rich men have come

into this Church, the Lord has been de-

termined to take their riches from them

and make them poor; that all His Saints

may learn to obtain that which they pos-

sess by faith.

How many times has He made us

poor? Thousands of dollars worth of

property in houses and lands, which the

Lord gave me, are now in the East, in the

hands of our enemies. I never said they

were mine, they were the Lord's, and I

was one of His stewards. When I went to

Kirtland, I had not a coat in the world,

for previous to this I had given away ev-

erything I possessed, that I might be free

to go forth and proclaim the plan of sal-

vation to the inhabitants of the earth.

Neither had I a shoe to my feet, and I

had to borrow a pair of pants and a pair

of boots. I stayed there five years, and

accumulated five thousand dollars. How

do you think I accomplished this? Why,

the Lord Almighty gave me those means.

I have often had that done for me that

has caused me to marvel. I know, as well

as I know I am standing before you to-

day, that I have had money put into my

trunk and into my pocket without the in-

strumentality of any man. This I know

to a certainty. Ask an apostate, if they

can, in truth, bear testimony to such a

thing. They cannot do it. Enough about

that.

Again, I say if "Mormonism" is

not all I anticipated it to be, it is noth-

ing. If it is not in me, and I in it, if it is

not all and in all to me, I am deceived in

myself. It is everything in heaven and

on earth to those who possess it truly;

but lose this, and, as I told you the other

day, what remains will dwindle, perish,

decay, decompose, and be reduced to its

native element, or, in other words, be

thrown into the mill to be ground over.

The Lord Almighty will not let any-

thing endure that offers hospitality to

the devil and his imps. Those who suf-

fer their bodies to be dwellings for evil

spirits, must suffer loss, for devils can-

not construct a house that will in any

way answer their purpose; neither have

they been able to do so in all the eter-

nities there are; that is the very thing

which causes us trouble continually; for

they are trying all the time to get into

our dwellings, because they have none of

their own. Did you ever desire to take

possession of another person's taberna-

cle, and leave your own? No rational per-

son owning a tabernacle would wish to

do so. The devils have no tabernacles,

which is the reason of their wanting to

possess human bodies. If any of you have

suffered any of these houseless spirits to

enter you, turn them out, and they will

perhaps seek refuge in the body of an ox,

or some other animal, or maybe go into

Jordan.

Do you think the legion we read of,

that entered the swine, in the days of

Christ, had bodies of their own? No;

they have no meetinghouses but in ball-

rooms, gaming houses, brothels, gin

palaces, parlors, bedrooms, and other

places which they frequent in the bodies

of those they lead captive; otherwise they

are wandering to and fro in the earth,

seeking to possess tabernacles that other

spirits, not of their order, already oc-

cupy. They are in our midst watching

for an opportunity to enter where they

may. What will be the doom of those who


