PERFECTION AND SALVATION, ETC.

give way to them, and yield to them the
possession of their tabernacles? They
will wander to and fro, happiness will be
hid from them, they will weep, and walil,
and suffer, until their bodies return to
their mother earth, and their spirits to
judgment.

Brethren and sisters, you are on the
right track; be virtuous, humble, thank-
ful, generous, and true to your God, and
to each other, loving Him more than all
things else, and making His Law your
delight day and night. If I did not love
the Lord enough to leave houses, lands,
father, mother, wives, and children, and
even be ready to lay down my life freely
for the kingdom of God's sake, I should
not consider I was worthy of it. Were I to
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forsake all for it, I should lose nothing;
for the man who honors and serves God
cannot suffer loss.

The very laws which govern eter-
nity are planned to sustain an eternal
growth, gathering together and increas-
ing; so that the true servant of God can-
not possibly suffer loss, but will reap
eternal gain, though he, for the cause
of truth, is poor and needy through the
whole of this short life. He has made
truth his theme; and what is it? I will
say it is that which endures; it is eter-
nity, and its power is to grow, increase,
and expand, adding life to life, and power
to power, worlds without end.

May God bless you. Amen.
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I love to hear my brethren speak.
Their testimony yields joy and consola-
tion to my heart. But notwithstanding
the pleasure it would give me to sit and
hear them continually, it is obligatory
upon me to occupy the position I do, and
let my voice be heard in connection with
theirs.

We all occupy diversified stations in
the world, and in the kingdom of God.
Those who do right, and seek the glory
of the Father in heaven, whether their
knowledge be little or much, or whether
they can do little or much, if they do the
very best they know how, they are per-
fect.

It may appear strange to some of
you, and it certainly does to the world,
to say it is possible for a man or

woman to become perfect on this earth.
It is written "Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect." Again, "If any man offend not
in word, the same is a perfect man, and
able also to bridle the whole body." This
is perfectly consistent to the person who
understands what perfection really is.

If the first passage I have quoted is
not worded to our understanding, we can
alter the phraseology of the sentence,
and say, "Be ye as perfect as ye can," for
that is all we can do, though it is writ-
ten, be ye perfect as your Father who is
in heaven is perfect. To be as perfect as
we possibly can, according to our knowl-
edge, is to be just as perfect as our Father



