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produce a train of circumstances that

will work their certain destruction. This

is in our power, and the first is the labor

of the Latter-day Saints.

Some, when their minds are opened

to behold the purity of a God of

eternity—the purity of heaven, and un-

derstand that no impure thing can enter

there; when they can realize the perfec-

tion of the redeemed and glorified Zion,

and then look at the people now, and

their actions, and how they are overcome

with their weaknesses, how they cannot

go out and come in without coming in

contact, in some way, with their neigh-

bors; when they look at the universal

sinfulness of mortal man; are ready to

exclaim, "We shall all go to destruction,

salvation is impossible." I do not believe

a word of it. If we do the best we know

how, and yet commit many acts that are

wrong, and contrary to the counsel given

to us, there is hope in our case.

The Savior has warned us to be care-

ful how we judge, forgiving each other

seven times seventy in a day, if we re-

pent, and confess our sins one to another.

Can we be more merciful and forgiving

than our Father in heaven? We cannot.

Therefore let people do the best they can,

and they will pave the way for the rising

generation to walk up into the light, wis-

dom, and knowledge of the angels, and

of the redeemed from this earth, to say

nothing of other earths, and they will be

prepared to enjoy in the resurrection all

the blessings which are for the faithful,

and enjoy them in the flesh.

It is our duty, and to this we are

called so to frame and control circum-

stances in our lifetime, as to bring

blessings upon the rising generation,

which we can never attain to while we

are in the flesh. But when the vi-

sion of our minds is opened to behold

the immaculate purity, perfection, light,

beauty, and glory of Zion, the heaven

of eternity, the place where Saints

and angels dwell in the eternal worlds,

then salvation for us poor erring mortals

seems almost impossible; it seems that

we shall hardly be saved. This, however,

is verily true, we shall hardly be saved.

There never was any person over saved;

all who have been saved, and that ever

will be in the future, are only just saved,

and then it is not without a struggle to

overcome, that calls into exercise every

energy of the soul.

It is good for us to follow the example

of those who have attained unto salva-

tion; consequently if I wish to be saved,

and be an instrument of pointing out the

way to others, let me not only preach the

doctrine of salvation, but set the exam-

ple in my conduct, and plead with them

to follow it. If our faith is one, and we are

united to gain one grand object, and I, as

an individual, can possibly get into the

celestial kingdom, you and every other

person, by the same rule, can also enter

there.

Though our interest is one as a peo-

ple, yet remember, salvation is an indi-

vidual work; it is every person for them-

selves. I mean more by this than I have

time to tell you in full, but I will give

you a hint. There are those in this

Church who calculate to be saved by the

righteousness of others. They will miss

their mark. They are those who will ar-

rive just as the gate is shut, so in that

case you may be shut out; then you will

call upon someone, who, by their own

faithfulness, through the mercy of Jesus

Christ, have entered in through the ce-

lestial gate, to come and open it for you;

but to do this is not their province. Such

will be the fate of those persons who

vainly hope to be saved upon the righ-

teousness and through the influence of

brother Somebody. I forewarn you there-

fore to cultivate righteousness and faith-

fulness in yourselves, which is the only

passport into celestial happiness.


