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carousing today (and there may be some

doing so who profess to be brethren)

obliged to break the Sabbath, and make

themselves drunkards and gluttons? No.

If the brethren who profess to be Saints,

and do wrong, would reveal the root of

the matter, and tell the whole truth, it

would be, "I have a desire to do a great

deal of good, but the devil is always at

my elbow, and I always like to keep the

old gentleman so that I can put my hand

upon him, for I want to use him some-

times." That is the reason why men and

women are overcome with evil.

Again, I can charge you with what

you will all plead guilty of, if you would

confess the truth, viz., you dare not quite

give up all your hearts to God, and be-

come sanctified throughout, and be led

by the Holy Ghost from morning until

evening, and from one year's end to an-

other. I know this is so, and yet few will

acknowledge it. I know this feeling is in

your hearts, as well as I know the sun

shines.

We will examine it a little closer.

Many of you have fearful forebodings

that all is not right in the organization

of this kingdom. You shiver and shake in

your feelings, and tremble in your spirit;

you cannot put your trust in God, in men,

nor in yourself. This arises from the

power of evil that is so prevalent upon

the face of the whole earth. It was given

to you by your father and mother; it

was mingled with your conception in the

womb, and it has ripened in your flesh,

in your blood, and in your bones, so that

it has become riveted in your very na-

ture. If I were to ask you individually, if

you wished to be sanctified throughout,

and become as pure and holy as you pos-

sibly could live, every person would say

yes; yet if the Lord Almighty should give

a revelation instructing you to be given

wholly up to Him, and to His cause, you

would shrink, saying, "I am afraid he

will take away some of my darlings."

That is the difficulty with the majority

of this people.

It is for you and I to wage war with

that principle until it is overcome in us,

then we shall not entail it upon our chil-

dren. It is for us to lay a foundation so

that everything our children have to do

with, will bring them to Mount Zion, and

unto the city of the living God, the heav-

enly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable

company of angels, to the general assem-

bly and Church of the Firstborn, which

are written in heaven, and to God the

Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men

made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator

of the new covenant, and to the blood of

sprinkling, that speaketh better things

than the blood of Abel. If we lay such a

foundation with all good conscience, and

labor as faithfully as we can, it will be

well with us and our children in time and

in eternity.

What kind of a sensation would it

produce in my heart, should I hear at the

close of this meeting that the Lord had

suffered the devil to destroy my houses,

my wives, and my children, and commit-

ted every particle of my property to the

devouring flames—that I am left desti-

tute, and alone in the world? I wish you

all to apply this interrogation to your-

selves. What would such a circumstance

produce upon this people, provided they

did not know the Lord was going to send

a judgment upon them, as He has done

in former times (though you need not be

afraid of it)? How would you feel? Would

there not be murmuring, and fault find-

ing, and writing and plotting with apos-

tates, and some fleeing to California, and

some running back to the States?

Or suppose, when you arrive at

home from this meeting, you find your

neighbors have killed your horses and

destroyed your property, how would


