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inhabitants of the earth who have lived

and died, and those who are now living,

are all damned.

This idea brings to my mind so much

not directly alluding to my subject, that

I will break off, and say that we are now

fighting the devils, in order to make a

heaven of this earth.

Any person knowing and understand-

ing the Scriptures as they are, and un-

derstanding the mind and will of God,

can understand at once that when he is

shut out from the presence of the Lord,

when He does not hear His voice, sees

not His face, receives not the ministering

of His angels or ministering spirits, and

has no messenger from the heavens to

visit him, he must surely be in hell. Does

the wrath of God rest upon all such? Yes,

and we have plenty of it, just as much as

we know what to do with. Are you not

aware that the Latter-day Saints are re-

alizing this, and saying "that it seems as

though the devils are let loose upon the

Saints?" Do you not know that they are

liable to temptation? to feel wrath, mal-

ice, strife, envy, hatred to God, dislike to

righteousness, and an inclination to de-

throne the Almighty, and usurp His au-

thority? If this is not being in hell, and

if this is not the wrath of God abiding, to

a certain degree, upon the inhabitants of

the earth, we will wait until we find out

what it is; but I cannot tell it any better

in so few words.

The Spirit of the Lord, the light

of Christ, and the inspiration of the

Almighty, are given to every man to

profit withal. All who understand

the Gospel of salvation, in reflecting

upon the condition of their progeni-

tors, as far back as they can trace

them, have this consolation; if they

were honest, if they were upright,

if they lived according to the best

light and knowledge they had, if they

served the Lord according to all they

could obtain from the priest, and other

sources, and lived according to that light,

are they damned? Yes, precisely as you

and I will be.

It is understood, and is so written,

that when the inhabitants of the earth

pass through what is called the valley

of death, that which is in the tabernacle

leaves it, and goes into the world of spir-

its, which is called Hades or hell. The

spirits that dwell in these tabernacles on

this earth, when they leave them, go di-

rectly into the world of spirits. What, a

congregatedmass of inhabitants there in

spirit, mingling with each other, as they

do here? Yes, brethren, they are there

together, and if they associate together,

and collect together in clans and in soci-

eties as they do here, it is their privilege.

No doubt they yet, more or less, see, hear,

converse, and have to do with each other,

both good and bad. Jesus himself went

to preach to the spirits in prison; now,

as he went to preach to them, he cer-

tainly associated with them; there is no

doubt of that. If the prophets went and

preached to the spirits in prison, they as-

sociated with them: if the Elders of Is-

rael in these latter times go and preach

to the spirits in prison, they associate

with them, precisely as our Elders asso-

ciate with the wicked in the flesh, when

they go to preach to them.

This is exactly what I wish to get

before your minds, not that but many

of you understand these principles, and

again many of you have not had the priv-

ilege of hearing them. Brother Woodard,

who spoke to you this morning, has been

in Italy, and has never before had the

privilege of gathering with the Saints.

He first learned of the coming forth of

the Book of Mormon, and the restoration

of the Gospel, from the Elders who trav-

eled where he was, and by the Spirit of

the Lord he understood.

Brethren and sisters, and all who

preach the Gospel of salvation, and,

in short, all who inhabit this earth, I


