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Brother George Q. Cannon brought

me a god from the Sandwich Islands,

made out of a piece of wood. If all the

people bow down to such a god as that,

it is in accordance with their laws and

ordinances, and their manner of deal-

ing among themselves; the Lord permits

them to do as they please with regard to

that matter, and this illustration will ap-

ply to all the nations upon the face of the

earth. People who fall down beneath the

wheels of Juggernaut, and are crushed

to death; who sacrifice their children in

the worship of idols; if they act accord-

ing to the best of their knowledge, there

is a chance for their salvation, as much

as there is for the salvation of any other

person.

"Do you suppose the Hindoos have

the light of the Spirit of Christ?" I know

they have; and so have the Hottentots,

and so has every nation and kingdom

upon the face of the earth, even though

some of them may be cannibals, in-

dulging in a practice the most repugnant

to our refined feelings of any we know of

among any people; yet that is a practice

which the religious, refined, and polished

inhabitants of our lovely country shud-

der at. But let me place any member of

this congregation, or the whole of them,

in such a state of suffering, from year to

year, that they shall never see one day

or one hour's comfort, nor satisfaction of

human life; when compared with a con-

dition of that kind, the sin of killing and

eating a human being would not be as

great as many sins committed by the so-

called Christian nations.

Can I refer your minds to cir-

cumstances of this kind among the

people of our lovely country? Yes,

brethren and sisters, ladies and gen-

tlemen, scores of them. When a man

has power over his neighbor, over his

fellow being, and puts him in torment,

which is like the flames of everlasting

fire, so that he never dares to speak

his mind, or walk across the street, or at-

tend to any branch of business without a

continual fear of his oppressor, and of the

rod hanging over him for punishment, it

is worse than to kill and eat him. That

is as the torment of hell, do you know it?

Now do not be scared when you hear of

the heathen engaging in loathsome prac-

tices, for I defy you to bring up a meaner

or more degraded set than now exists

among the so-called civilized nations of

the earth.

When I heard brother George Q. Can-

non speak about the traditions of the

people where he has been, I thought that

some of their traditions were no worse

than some of ours. They believe that no

one is better capable of teaching the in-

habitants of the earth than they; and I

defy them to believe that stronger than

we believe it of ourselves. It is what

we have been taught, and what we ver-

ily believe; they have been taught the

same idea, and believe it with all their

hearts; then don't cast them down to hell

for their honest belief.

But when the light of the knowledge

of God comes to a man and he rejects

it, that it is his condemnation. When I

have told all I have been authorized to

declare to him in the name of the Lord, if

he does not have the visions of eternity,

it is all nonsense to him. To know the

truth of my testimony he must have the

visions and revelations of God for him-

self. And when he gets them, and turns

aside, becoming a traitor to the cause

of righteousness, the wrath of God will

beat upon him, and the vengeance of the

Almighty will be heavy upon him. This

comes, not because their fathers lived in

darkness before them, and the ancestors

of their fathers before them; not because

the nations have lived and died in igno-

rance; but because the Lord pours the

spirit of revelation upon them, and they

reject it. Then they are prepared for the


