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pect they can stay the onward course of

war? The Prophet of God has spoken it

all, and we expect to see the work go

on—and see all things fulfilled as the

Prophets have declared by the spirit of

prophecy in them.

The fact of the Prophet declaring

an event before it comes to pass does

not necessarily make that event. If he

should foresee war, and predict it, the

bare prediction, independent of the event

that is known in the heavens, and which

the world must read in the great chap-

ter of events, does not set Europe to boil-

ing like a pot. The Prophet simply tells

a fact that is to exist—simply tells an

event that is to transpire in the great

chain of the providence of the Almighty

relating to this earth, in the winding up

sceneries thereof.

Why is it that the Latter-day Saints

are perfectly calm and serene among all

the convulsions of the earth—the tur-

moils, strife, war, pestilence, famine, and

distress of nations? It is because the

spirit of prophecy has made known to

us that such things would actually tran-

spire upon the earth. We understand

it, and view it in its true light. We

have learned it by the visions of the

Almighty—by that spirit of intelligence

that searches out all things, even the

deep things of God.

Can the wise men of Europe tell the

result of the present war between Russia

and Turkey with the allied powers? No,

they cannot. If the present war should be

suspended for a time, can they tell you

when the next will break out, and what

will be the result of it? No, they cannot.

But if you will listen to the revelations of

God through the spirit of prophecy, and

to the servants of God, you may learn it

all with certainty.

Three days before the Prophet

Joseph started for Carthage, I well

remember his telling us we should

see the fulfillment of the words of

Jesus upon the earth, where he says

the father shall be against the son, and

the son against the father; the mother

against the daughter, and the daugh-

ter against the mother; the mother-in-

law against the daughter-in-law, and the

daughter-in-law against the mother-in-

law; and when a man's enemies shall be

those of his own household.

The Prophet stood in his own house

when he told several of us of the night

the visions of heaven were opened to

him, in which he saw the American con-

tinent drenched in blood, and he saw na-

tion rising up against nation. He also

saw the father shed the blood of the son,

and the son the blood of the father; the

mother put to death the daughter, and

the daughter the mother; and natural af-

fection forsook the hearts of the wicked;

for he saw that the Spirit of God should

be withdrawn from the inhabitants of

the earth, in consequence of which there

should be blood upon the face of the

whole earth, except among the people

of the Most High. The Prophet gazed

upon the scene his vision presented, un-

til his heart sickened, and he besought

the Lord to close it up again.

When we hear of war in foreign

lands—when we hear of the revolutions

among nations afar off, we necessarily

infer that distresses incident to war and

the hottest of the battle will not come

nigh unto us. It is natural for man to

make favorable conclusions as to his own

safety, when danger threatens, but the

Prophet saw in the vision, that war and

distress of nations will not only occur in

Europe, in Asia, and in the islands of

the sea, but he saw it upon the Ameri-

can Continent—in the region of country

where he first introduced the doctrine

of the Son of God; so we may look for

calamity in our own borders, in our own

nation, as well as in the nations of for-

eign climes.

Some think, because of the peculiar


