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situation of the country of the United

States—the government being so well or-

ganized, little or no difficulty will ever

come upon this continent, notwithstand-

ing the European wars. Allow me to tell

you in relation to that—when the Spirit

of the Lord is powerfully manifested in

any of the Elders of Israel, the first thing

that is presented to his mind is the shed-

ding of the blood of the Prophet, and

those who did the deed.

It is no matter how much they deal

in compromised measures, or how of-

ten they try to adjust difficulties that

thicken around them—it is a stern fact

that the people of the United States have

shed the blood of the Prophets, driven

out the Saints of God, rejected the Priest-

hood, and set at naught the holy Gospel;

and the result of rejecting the Gospel

has been, in every age, a visitation from

the chastening hand of the Almighty—

which chastisement will be administered

in proportion to the magnitude and enor-

mity of their crimes.

Consequently I look for the Lord to

use His whip on the refractory son called

"Uncle Sam;" I expect to see him chas-

tised among the first of the nations. I

think Uncle Sam is one of the Lord's

boys that He will take the rod to first,

and make him dance nimbly to his own

tune of "Oh! Oh!!" for his transgres-

sions, for his high-mindedness and lofti-

ness, for his evil, for rejecting the Gospel,

and causing the earth to drink the blood

of the Saints—for this, I say, I expect he

will be well switched among the first of

the sons.

I expect John Bull will get the

next whipping; and I have no idea

of the Lord whipping Russia and let-

ting those refractory sons escape who

are better taught—who have had a

kind Father teaching them and in-

structing them by the voice of His El-

ders; sending Prophets to them, to

warn them late and early; inviting

them by the voice of His Son, by the voice

of angels, and by the still small voice of

His Spirit, crying unto them to repent of

their sins and to turn unto Him. I say,

I do not expect He will pass by these re-

fractory sons who have turned a deaf ear

to all His instructions, maltreating His

messengers, and whip those boys who

have not been so well instructed.

I rejoice in the Lord my God, and feel

happy in my spirit that the work of God

is prospering, not only by the preaching

of the Gospel, but by the progress of rev-

olutions among the nations of the earth,

and by the deeper corruption of the press

and the people. I do not rejoice that the

people and the press are waxing more

and more corrupt, and that the war cloud

darkens more and more, threatening na-

tions with deeper distress; but I rejoice

that the words of the Prophet are being

fulfilled.

I do not desire thousands to lose their

lives by war, and the attendant dis-

tresses; the spirit in me is different to

this; but I rejoice that the reign of Sa-

tan is short upon the earth, and that the

work of the Father has commenced on

the face of all the earth—in the north,

in the south, in the east, and in the

west; and it is seen in our midst by

the progress of the work of apostasy; for

there is half wise and half foolish, as rep-

resented by the parable of the Savior.

How many of the brethren that are

brought here by the Perpetual Emigrat-

ing Fund from England and other coun-

tries will keep the faith, and stay with

the people of God, and do right? I am

afraid not more than half. All these

things betoken the establishment of the

work of God, and the growth of our reli-

gion, which gives me great joy.

When the people apostatize there is

a contrast between the good and the

bad, the just and the unjust. I re-

joice when I see the righteousness of


