FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY, ETC.

the Saints in contrast with the corruptions
of the world.

In the midst of this people there is faith-
fulness, virtue, and integrity, and they are
the most righteous and the best people
upon the face of the whole earth; but when
the world look upon us, and upon our
morals, they look through dark spectacles
and goggles, which blind them; they can-
not see, and they therefore think we are
the blackest people in crime, and the deep-
est sunk in degradation. When I see that
the world have eyes, but cannot see, ears,
but cannot hear, hearts, but cannot under-
stand, it speaks volumes on the end being
near, when the Son of God will come in
the clouds of heaven to take vengeance
on the ungodly, and reign in the midst of
His people, and bring to a termination the
reign of Satan.

I rejoice exceedingly that the work of
God is progressing so rapidly under the
sun upon the face of all the world. For
war and bloodshed are just as necessary,
and just as much the work of God, as re-
pentance and baptism for the remission
of sins; and it must progress, for the only
means to bring about His purposes, con-
summate His decrees, and establish eternal
righteousness, is by cutting off the wicked
from the earth, after He has sought to save
them by the plan of salvation. Seeing they
would not listen—they would not obey—
they would not be instructed—then as a
kind father who cares for the welfare of his
children, He takes the chastening rod, He
unsheathes His sword in heaven, and cuts
off the disobedient portion of His chil-
dren. I rejoice to see this work progressing.

To give you my ideas more clearly
upon this matter, suppose the people
of God are called out to war—would
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they wish to cultivate the same spirit that
the wicked cultivate? No, they would
not. Would they go out to war to satisfy a
guilty thirst for blood? No. But they would
exercise faith in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and execute the judgments of God
upon the wicked by His command.

I know that some cannot see the dif-
ference between a man of God taking a
sword as did Samuel, and hewing down
Agag, and the wicked slaying each other;
but they look upon that the same as they
do upon one Gentile hewing down an-
other. When the man of God raises the
sword, he would at the same time ask God
to nerve his arm with strength, and fill him
with the Holy Ghost. Thus strengthened,
one man would slay a thousand, and over-
come a troop, in executing the judgments
of God, like the angels that were sent into
the camp of the Assyrians in days of old.
Do you think those angels were blood-
thirsty? No. They were messengers of the
Most High, to execute His judgments, and
bring to pass His purposes.

Some think we rejoice to see the wicked
in their distress, and to behold the calam-
ity that is coming upon the earth. That is
not the true cause of our rejoicing; but we
rejoice to see the predictions of the Proph-
ets coming to pass, the reign of wickedness
closing, which is the cause of all the ills to
which mortality is heir, the cause of God
move on in its majesty, and the great work
fast approaching the winding up scene of
the dispensations pertaining to earth.

Let us hear, see, understand, obey, and
serve God faithfully, that we may make our
way, through changing elements and the
crash of worlds, into the presence of our
Father who is in heaven, for Jesus’ sake.

Amen.
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