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I would like to see all this people

do right, and keep the commandments

of God. I would like to see them ful-

fil their covenants, and live up to their

vows and promises, and fulfil their obli-

gations, for they have obligated them-

selves before God, and before angels,

and before earthly witnesses, that they

would do this.

What you have agreed to do, God

will require you to perform, if it should

be ten thousand years after this time.

And when the servants of God speak

to you, and require you to do a thing,

the Lord God will fulfil His words, and

make you fulfil His words he gave to you

through His servants. Inasmuch as you

have come into this Church, and made a

covenant to forsake the world, and cleave

unto the Lord, and keep His command-

ments, the Lord will compel you to do

it, if it should be in ten thousand years

from this time. These are my views, and

I know it will be so.

Comparing us to clay that is in the

hands of the potter, if that clay is passive,

I have power as a potter to mold it and

make it into a vessel unto honor. Who

is to mold these vessels? Is it God Him-

self in person, or is it His servants, His

potters, or journeymen, in company with

those He has placed to oversee the work?

The great Master Potter dictates His ser-

vants, and it is for them to carry out His

purposes, and make vessels according to

His designs; and when they have done

the work, they deliver it up to the Mas-

ter for His acceptance; and if their works

are not good, He does not accept them;

the only works He accepts, are those that

are prepared according to the design He

gave. God will not be trifled with; nei-

ther will His servants; their words have

got to be fulfilled, and they are the men

that are to mold you, and tell you what

shape to move in.
I do not know that I can compare it bet-

ter than by the potter's business. It

forms a good comparison. This is the

course you must pursue, and I know of

no other way that God has prepared for

you to become sanctified, and molded,

and fashioned, until you becomemodeled

to the likeness of the Son of God, by those

who are placed to lead you. This is a les-

son you have to learn as well as myself.

When I know that I am doing just as

I am told by him who is placed to lead

this people, I am then a happy man, I

am filled with peace, and can go about

my business with joy and pleasure; I can

lie down and rise again in peace, and be

filled with gladness by night and by day.

But when I have not done the things that

are right, my conscience gnaws upon my

feelings. This is the course for me to

take. If it is the course for me to take,

it is the course for every other Elder in

Israel to take—it does not matter who he

is, or where he came from; whether he be

an American, an Englishman, Irishman,

Frenchman or German, Jew or Gentile;

to this you have got to bow, and you

have got to bow down like the clay in the

hands of the potter, that suffers the pot-

ter to mold it according to his own plea-

sure. You have all got to come to this;

and if you do not come to it at this time,

as sure as the sun ever rose and set, you

will be cut from the wheel, and thrown

back into the mill.

You have come from the mill, and you

have been there grinding. For what pur-

pose? To bring you into a passive con-

dition. You have been gathered from

the nations of the earth, from among

the kindreds, tongues, and peoples of

the world, to the Valley of the Great

Salt Lake, to purify and sanctify your-

selves, and become like the passive clay

in the hands of the potter. Now suppose

I subject myself enough, in the hands of

the potter, to be shaped according as he

was dictated by the Great Master potter,


