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a great many who disregard their profes-

sion, and tantalize others who hold the

Priesthood, and try to make it dishonor-

able; but they cannot do it. I cannot dis-

honor it, but I can dishonor myself.

The Priesthood is a gift from the

Almighty, and He has placed a portion of

it upon me to honor, and if I honor that

calling, that Priesthood will honor me, it

will magnify me before God, and before

the world. I do know that when I take

a course to dishonor myself, I degrade

myself in the eyes of heaven, and upon

earth. When I trifle with the Priesthood

I trifle with the Almighty; and when I

trifle with President Young I trifle with

the Priesthood, and that Priesthood will

leave me, and I will fall and I will become

disgraced in the eyes of heaven, and of

all Saints; and I forfeit everything that

I had attained while I held that Priest-

hood, when I forfeit it; I forfeit my salva-

tion and every blessing I possess.

Supposing we all realized this, do you

not think that those who have the Priest-

hood, and take a course to pollute not

only themselves, but their brethren, and

their sisters, and degrade themselves,

and steal, and lie, and take the name

of God in vain, would repent speedily?

How do you suppose the Lord looks upon

them? Now reflect one moment; He looks

upon them with less allowance than I do,

and that in proportion to the light and

knowledge which He has. And how do

angels look upon them when they are

sent forth to minister to those who will

become heirs of salvation?

We read in the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants that when Peter and

James desired to depart, John desired

to tarry, that he might accomplish a

greater work. "Well," says the Lord,

"you may have your wishes, and, as

John wants to tarry to do a greater

work, I will authorize you, James and

Peter, to assist my servant John to

perform a good work while he shall

tarry." Now, if John has angels to admin-

ister to him, why not other men who are

servants of the living God? It is just as

reasonable that they should. I know it is

so; I do not believe it, but I actually know

it; and that the God which I serve lives

and dwells in the heavens; and I feel to

honor Him, I feel to reverence Him, and

to do a good work by His authority, that

I may come into His presence, and give

upmy stewardship with joy, and not with

grief; and dwell with Him at some future

time. And when I give up my steward-

ship to Him, if He considers me worthy,

He can restore it to me, with an hundred-

fold beside.

We are on trial, and let us prove our-

selves by paying our tithing, and fulfill-

ing all our duties before God, and see if

He will not pour us out a blessing that

there will not be room to contain it. How

in the heavens can you prove the Lord

whether His word shall be verified, if

you do not step forward and do as He

has told you? Gentlemen and ladies, let

me tell you one thing, your withhold-

ing does not impoverish the Almighty,

for you have not anything only what is

His, and you have not anything only

what He gave you; and do you suppose

He has given all to you that He pos-

sesses? No. When He has given ev-

ery thing that you can retain, that you

can watch over, and preside over, He is

not impoverished, because there is an

eternal increase, and there is no end

to His income, and there is no end to

His creations, for they go on continually.

You have not anything only what you

have received from the Almighty from

day to day. Where do you get your wa-

ter, your meat, your bread, and the lux-

uries of life? Did not He create them

all, or, in other words, organize them?

Were not the elements thereof placed

here upon the earth before you came


