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thousand, converted, where there now

are not ten. The lingerers are right in

the gate, like a dog in a manger; they

will neither eat themselves nor let any-

body else eat; and they are an offense in

the eyes of the world, and they block up

the work from rolling on. I wish they

were gathered into a brush heap and

burned, that is those who ought to be

burned, and the rest gathered with us;

for the Lord, in the very first start of this

Church, said, "All those who have en-

tered into covenant with me, and come

into my Church, let them gather them-

selves together into one place." Still, do

you not see how desirous people are to

scatter here and there, and not go as

they are told; but they are for getting off

by themselves, to partake of the spirit of

the world, and the spirit of selfishness;

and they want to own everything there

is, that no person or being can get within

miles of them.

We are commanded to gather into one

place, and purify ourselves, and sanc-

tify ourselves, that we may be prepared

for His coming; for He will come by and

by, when He gets ready; the time is not

very far off, as many suppose; He will

not come to the wicked first, but to those

who are virtuous, and have kept their

covenants; and when He comes to the

wicked He will come in the clouds of

heaven and in flames of fire, and will

take vengeance on them, and on those

that know not God, and do not obey

His counsel, and His Priesthood, and the

power He has placed upon earth. To me,

the word comes from brother Brigham

as the word of the Lord; but how many

there are who disregard it. He is the

delegate that God has appointed to be

Joseph's successor, and his word is the

word of the Lord, whether it is written or

not; whether it comes out as revelation

or not, it is the word of God to those who

believe and practice it; and when this is

done the blessings of the Lord God will

rest upon this people to that degree that

you cannot conceive nor imagine. As for

riches, let us seek after the riches of eter-

nal life, and let us seek first the king-

dom of God, and its righteousness, and

then all necessary things shall be added

unto us, both those that pertain to earth,

and that pertain to heaven and heavenly

things. As to what little I have in this

world, I have not anything but what be-

longs to the Almighty; and if I have got

anything here in my possession that I

am steward over, if it is wanted I want

He should have it, I do not care what

it is. I know the earth is full of the

abundance of everything that is or ever

was upon it; and we are bound to pros-

per if we take this course, but if we do

not we shall experience the opposite; and

when the opposite takes place it will be

worse, and more sorrowful, and more to

be dreaded than anything we have ever

had to experience.

I wish many of you had been through

the scenes that brother Brigham and

many others have. "What, do you want

us to pass through the same that you

have?" Yes, and more abundantly. Do

you think I will cry about it? No; I will

rejoice if you only stick to the faith, be-

cause it will be for your good—for your

happiness; it will give you an experience

that you have not got, and I do not know

that you can have it until you have been

tried. You have never seen the day that

you have had to watch with your firelock

in readiness; that is, you have not had

to watch President Young, with your fire-

arms and other weapons of defense, and

not only to watch him, but to watch you

Elders. This was all the time the case

in the former part of our career in this

Church, and we were happy then; were

we not, brother Brigham? ["Yes, sir."]

and rejoiced all the day long that it was

no worse with us.

We talk of these things to you a

great many times; well, we have pas-


