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ened, did not Michael the archangel,

with the hosts of heaven that were

with him, cast Lucifer out, and all his

votaries?

The world is in confusion, and shall

we pattern after the world, or after the

armies of heaven? What do you say as a

people? To pattern after heavenly things

is my religion, it is what I believe, and is

what I would like to practice, and what

I would like to see the Elders in Israel

practice, and all who profess to be Saints.

To judge from my exhortation at this

time, some of those who come in from

the States might think we are quite cor-

rupt and wicked here; but the gentlemen

and ladies who have come in our midst,

know that this is the most virtuous and

upright community that they ever lived

with; and if they ever become doubtful

about it, let them go back to the States

after they have lived here. You know

that it is said to be the most celebrated

place for good order. I say the major-

ity of this people are the best that ever

lived, or dwelt upon the earth, according

to their experience. Is not that a pretty

good recommend? But there are some

scoundrels, and when we think of it, we

wish it were otherwise. But you remem-

ber the figure that Jesus used; said he,

the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net

that is cast into the sea, and it brought

together all kinds. Don't you see them

here? It is that, for one thing, which

makes me think it is "Mormonism;" if

there were not such devils here I might

doubt occasionally; or in other words,

might doubt, if there was any chance to

doubt, but there is none. Just look at the

different kinds of fish. There is a time

coming for the net to be drawn in, and all

the fish drawn together, both good and

bad; the good will be put into baskets,

and the bad will be cast away. You rec-

ollect the passage. The day will come

when we who prove faithful will dwell

on this earth in a Holy City, and it will

be walled in, and there will be fine build-

ings of every description in it; we have

not a house here that will compare with

the most inferior that will be in that city.

Why do you not qualify yourselves, and

prepare to go into that city and kingdom

where you can be still more useful?

Now look at yourselves, and scan

yourselves, and see whether you are fit

subjects to go there. Are you without

spot or blemish? If not, awake and exert

yourselves to work righteousness. What

will you see outside of that city? Dogs,

sorcerers, and whoremongers, and those

who love and make a lie, and steal, and

disobey the requirements of God, and

take His name in vain. Are they going in-

side? No; but a wall will have to be built

to keep the devils out, even in heaven;

and still, many do not deem it necessary

for Saints to be gathered together and

wall in a city!

Awake, all ye Israel, from your slum-

ber, and call upon God, and listen to His

counsel, and obey, and then we shall pre-

vail, and not be prevailed against; then

we shall live forever, and see the devil

cast out of heaven, and destroyed with

his works. I do not expect to live for-

ever in this old body, for I am going to

have a new one. Then let me magnify

and keep this body pure, that I may be

entitled to a new one, and if I do not

keep this pure I shall not be entitled to

a better; neither will any of you, except

you honor this body. Now, will you go

and pollute yourselves, and lose the right

and title to a resurrection, to dwell with

the Saints, and with God the Father, and

His Son Jesus Christ, who is my brother?

You who do not wish to be Saints, who

do not care anything about righteous-

ness, and desire to follow the evil habits

you have been accustomed to in other

countries, will you not please to leave


