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I have treated them kindly, I have had

the privilege of rewarding them good for

evil. They took me unlawfully, treated

me rigorously, strove to deprive me of my

rights, and would have run with me into

Missouri to have been murdered, if Prov-

idence had not interposed; but now they

are in my hands, and I have taken them

into my house, set them at the head of

my table, and placed before them the

best which my house afforded; and they

were waited upon by my wife, whom they

deprived of seeing me when I was taken.

I have no doubt but I shall be dis-

charged by the Municipal Court: were

I before any good tribunal I should be

discharged, as the Missouri writs are

illegal, and good for nothing—they are

"without form and void."

But before I will bear this unhallowed

persecution any longer—before I will be

dragged away again, among my enemies

for trial, I will spill the last drop of blood

in my veins, and will see all my enemies

IN HELL! To bear it any longer would be

a sin, and I will not bear it any longer.

Shall we bear it any longer? [One uni-

versal "No!" ran through all the vast as-

sembly, like a loud peal of thunder.]

I wish the lawyer who says we have

no powers in Nauvoo may be choked to

death with his own words. Don't employ

lawyers, or pay them money for their

knowledge, for I have learnt they don't

know anything. I know more than they

all.

Go ye into all the world, and preach

the Gospel; he that believeth in our char-

tered rights may come here and be saved,

and he that does not shall remain in ig-

norance. If any lawyer shall say there is

more power in other places and charters,

with respect to Habeas Corpus, than in

Nauvoo, believe it not. I have converted

this candidate for Congress [pointing

to Cyrus Walker, Esq.], that the right

of Habeas Corpus is included in our

charter. If he continues converted, I will

vote for him.

I have been with these lawyers, and

they have treated me well; but I am here

in Nauvoo, and the Missourian too. I

got here by a lawful writ of Habeas Cor-

pus, issued by the Master in chancery

of Lee County, and made returnable to

the nearest tribunal in the Fifth Judicial

District having jurisdiction to try and de-

termine such writs: and here is that tri-

bunal, just as it should be.

However indignant you may feel

about the high hand of oppression which

has been raised against me by these

men, use not the hand of violence against

them; for they could not be prevailed

upon to come here till I pledgedmy honor

and my life that a hair of their heads

should not be hurt. Will you all sup-

port my pledge, and thus preserve my

honor? [One universal "Yes!" burst from

the assembled thousands.] This is an-

other proof of your attachment to me. I

know how ready you are to do right; you

have done great things, and manifested

your love towards me in flying to my as-

sistance on this occasion. I bless you, in

the name of the Lord, with all the bless-

ings of heaven and earth you are capable

of enjoying.

I have learnedwe have no need to suf-

fer as we have heretofore—we can call

others to our aid. I know the Almighty

will bless all good men—He will bless

you; and the time has come when there

will be such a flocking to the standard

of liberty as never has been, or shall

be hereafter. What an era has com-

menced! Our enemies have prophesied

that we would establish our religion by

the sword; is it true? No, but if Missouri

will not stay her cruel hand in her un-

hallowed persecutions against us, I re-

strain you not any longer: I say, in the

name of Jesus Christ, by the authority of

the Holy Priesthood, I this day turn the

key that opens the heavens to restrain


