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Brethren, Sisters, and Friends—

We are a people believing in the prov-

idences of God, and acknowledging His

hand in His dealings with us from day to

day.

We are a people whose rise and

progress from the beginning, has been

the work of God our Heavenly Father,

which in His wisdom He has seen proper

to commence for the reestablishment of

His kingdom upon the earth.

Still further we believe that the

Lord has been preparing that, when

He should bring forth His work, that,

when the set time should fully come,

there might be a place upon His foot-

stool where sufficient liberty of con-

science should exist, that His Saints

might dwell in peace under the broad

panoply of constitutional law and equal

rights. In this view we consider that

the men in the Revolution were in-

spired, by the Almighty, to throw off

the shackles of the mother government,

with her established religion. For this

cause were Adams, Jefferson, Franklin,

Washington, and a host of others in-

spired to deeds of resistance to the

acts of the King of Great Britain, who

might also have been led to those ag-

gressive acts, for aught we know, to

bring to pass the purposes of God,

in thus establishing a new govern-

ment upon a principle of greater free-

dom, a basis of self-government allow-

ing the free exercise of religious worship.

It was the voice of the Lord inspiring

all those worthy men who bore influence

in those trying times, not only to go forth

in battle, but to exercise wisdom in coun-

cil, fortitude, courage, and endurance in

the tented field, as well as subsequently

to form and adopt those wise and effi-

cient measures which secured to them-

selves and succeeding generations, the

blessing of a free and independent gov-

ernment.

This government, so formed, has

been blessed by the Almighty until she

spreads her sails in every sea, and her

power is felt in every land.

The American Government is sec-

ond to none in the world in influence

and power, and far before all others

in liberal and free institutions. Un-

der its benign influence the poor, down-

trodden masses of the old world can

find an asylum where they can enjoy

the blessings of peace and freedom, no

matter to what caste or religious sect

they belong, or are disposed to favor, or

whether they are disposed to favor any

or none at all. It was in this govern-

ment, formed by men inspired of God, al-

though at the time they knew it not, af-

ter it was firmly established in the seat

of power and influence, where liberty of

conscience, and the free exercise of reli-

gious worship were a fundamental prin-

ciple guaranteed in the Constitution,

and interwoven with all the feelings, tra-

ditions, and sympathies of the people,


