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munity in the States and Territories?

Would it not be considered insulting and

abusive in the highest degree, by any

other community in the government, to

be thus subjected and humiliated? Can-

not the people and government perceive

in us, as a people, industry, sobriety, or-

der, and well regulated society; also a

general diffusion of knowledge and dis-

semination of moral principle? And do

they not know that these are the unmis-

takable signs and fruits of virtue, truth,

love of our country, and high regard for

her institutions? And do not such views,

feelings, practices, and principles em-

anate from a pure and undefiled religion,

a high sense of faith, practice, and obli-

gation unto Christ our Lord, and his re-

vealed will unto us?

Does our doctrine, containing such

views, sentiments, and practices, and ex-

ercising so genial an influence upon so-

ciety; or in other words, does our re-

ligion disqualify us from being faith-

ful, good, and patriotic citizens of the

American government? Have the Ameri-

can people so far gone astray, and wan-

dered from the light and power of the

Gospel, that they cannot understand,

recognize, and appreciate the savory el-

ement of religious influence, high tone

of morality, and exemplary practice of

virtuous and holy principles? If so,

then indeed have the degenerate sons

of worthy and patriotic sires well nigh

spent their substance, and are prepar-

ing to subsist on husks, with swine.

If so, then does the moral dearth well

nigh betoken a famine far exceeding the

scorching drought, wasting pestilence,

and direful calamities of 1854. If so,

then will the government, like the storm-

driven bark, soon dash to atoms, having

neither rudder to guide, nor caliber to

withstand, the angry surging of the tem-

pestuous waves.

In the sincere observances of the

principles of true religion and virtue, we

recognize the base, the only sure foun-

dation of enlightened society and well-

established government. In truth and by

virtue of divine appointment we combat

error, and seek to rend asunder the veil

of darkness enveloping the human race.

In the progress of the age in which

we live, we discern the fulfillment of

prophecy, and the preparation for the

second coming of our Lord and Savior to

dwell upon the earth. We expect that

the refuge of lies will be swept away, and

that city, nation, government, or king-

dom which serves not God, and gives no

heed to the principles of truth and reli-

gion, will be utterly wasted away and de-

stroyed.

The word has gone forth from the

Almighty, and will not return unto Him

void. It becomes us, therefore, one and

all, to have on our wedding garments,

to have our lamps trimmed and burning,

well filled with oil, lest we also be taken

unawares, and share the fate of the fool-

ish virgins.

May the Lord bless us with the inspi-

ration of His Holy Spirit, that our minds

may be enlightened, our understandings

enlarged and strengthened; and may His

grace, wisdom, and intelligence be given

unto us for our preservation and sancti-

fication according to our day and genera-

tion, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen.


