THE PRIESTHOOD AND SATAN, ETC. 183

As I have already stated, the President
of the United States should be a perfect
pattern for all the people to walk after; so
also should the Vice-President, the mem-
bers of the Cabinet, and of Congress, the
Governors of States and Territories, and
in fine, all the officers in the Government,
be patterns for the people to imitate. But
what do you find among the leaders of the
people? Almost everything but an upright
example.

Corrupt men cannot walk these streets
with impunity, and if that is alienism to
the Government, amen to it. The Consti-
tution of the United States we sustain all
the day long, and it will sustain and shield
us, while the men who say we are aliens,
and cry out “Mormon disturbance,” will
go to hell. There have been officers here
who were not fit to live in our midst, and
they ran home, and raised the cry, “Mor-
mon disturbances,” “Mormon rebellion,”
“Mormon war,” and, “Treasoners;” but
their day is over.

When a man professes to be my friend,
and the friend of this people, he will take
my counsel, instead of stirring up strife,
and practicing iniquity. I dislike the willful-
ly corrupt, and by and by I will come out
thunder-like, as I have done upon others
when practicing iniquity; and as I did upon
a certain individual when he made his glo-
rious speech, and insulted this people, from
the highest to the lowest. I chastised him,
and he ran off and reported as my sayings
those which I did not say. It was told him,
while he was on the plains, that President
Zachary Taylor was dead and damned,
and it has gone through the States, from
side to side, that I said so. It was first giv-
en out that the “Mormons” said so, and
then that Brigham said so; well, I backed
it up, because I knew it was true. I have
just as good a right to say that Presi-
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dent Taylor is in hell, as to say that any
other miserable sinner is there. Was he any
more than flesh and blood? I have as good
a right to canvass him in a religious point
of view, as I have to canvass the peasant
upon the dunghill. He has gone there, and
so have many others; and the Lord Al-
mighty is removing the bitter branches, as
foretold in the Book of Mormon.

The newspapers are teeming with state-
ments that I said, “President Pierce and
all hell could not remove me from office.”
I will tell you what I did say, and what I
now say; the Lord reigns and rules in the
armies of the heavens, and does His plea-
sure among the inhabitants of the earth.
He sets up a kingdom here, and pulls
down another there, at His pleasure. He
walks in the midst of the people, and they
know it not. He makes Kings, Presidents,
and Governors at His pleasure; hence I
conclude that I shall be Governor of Utah
Territory, just as long as He wants me to be;
and for that time, neither the President of
the United States, nor any other power,
can prevent it. Then, brethren and sisters,
be not worried about my being dismissed
from office; for when the President ap-
points another man to be Governor of
Utah Territory, you may acknowledge
that the Lord has done it, for we should
acknowledge His hand in all things.

All people are in the hands of the Al-
mighty, and He governs and controls
them, though they cannot perceive, nei-
ther do they acknowledge, His handiwork.
He exalts the President to be the head of
the nation, and places kings upon their
thrones. There is not a man that escapes
His cognizance, and He brings forth His
purposes in the latter days. I can tell you
something more, brethren and sisters, and
friends, and the United States, and all the
world; the Lord Almighty will not suffer His
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