
Priesthood to be again driven from the 
earth, even should He permit the wicked 
to kill and destroy this people. The Gov-
ernment of the United States and all the 
kings of the world may go to war with 
us, but God will preserve a portion of the 
meek and humble of this people to bear 
off the Kingdom to the inhabitants of the 
earth, and will defend His Priesthood; for 
it is the last time, the last gathering time; 
and He will not suffer the Priesthood to 
be again driven from the earth. They may 
massacre men, women, and children; but 
the Lord will not suffer them to destroy 
the Priesthood; and I say to the Saints, 
that, if they will truly practice their reli-
gion, they will live, and not be cut off.

“There is a spirit in man: and the inspi-
ration of the Almighty giveth them under-
standing;” and many who do not hold the 
Priesthood have ideas which are really true, 
yet they are not always certain whether they 
are true or not. The cogitations, concerning 
this people, of men upon their beds, of the 
President of the United States, of the mem-
bers of Congress, and of the rulers of differ-
ent nations, when they meditate upon the 
condition of the world, and their final exit 
from this stage of action, are that there is no 
evil in the Latter-day Saints. And I tell you, 
in the name of the God of Israel, that their 
secret reflections tell them this, unless they 
are so far depraved by wickedness that the 
Spirit of the Lord has ceased to strive with 
them. But as soon as they engage in the 
turmoil of their daily duties, the hue and 
cry that “the Mormons are about to do this 
and that,” attracts their attention. Formerly 
the rumor was that “they were agoing to  
tamper with the slaves,” when we had  
never thought of such a thing. The seed  
of Ham, which is the seed of Cain de-
scending through Ham, will, according to 
the curse put upon him, serve his breth-

ren, and be a “servant of servants” to his 
fellow creatures, until God removes the 
curse; and no power can hinder it. These 
are my views upon slavery. I will here say 
a little more upon this point. The con-
duct of the whites towards the slaves will, 
in many cases, send both slave and master 
to hell. This statement comprises much in 
a few words. The blacks should be used 
like servants, and not like brutes, but they 
must serve. It is their privilege to live so as 
to enjoy many of the blessings which at-
tend obedience to the first principles of the 
Gospel, though they are not entitled to the 
Priesthood.

But to proceed; the principal evil is in 
the rulers, or those who profess to be rulers, 
and in the dispensers of the law, and not 
the Constitution, it is pure. Even those who 
have evil in their hearts, when they contem-
plate the powers that be, as now exhibited 
before their eyes, when they think of them 
upon their beds, and in their most sober re-
flections, are beginning to realize that God 
is visiting the earth, that the Latter-day 
Saints are not as bad a people as they are 
represented to be by their enemies, that they 
are not disposed to be hostile to the Gov-
ernment, and that they are a good people. 
Many who occasionally reflect calmly are 
beginning to realize that we have something 
which they know but little about, and to 
wish that they understood it. When they 
cast off these reflections fear comes upon 
them, because the cry, from one end of 
the Union to the other, is that “the Mor-
mons are agoing to do something.” What 
was said in Nauvoo? “Let Joe Smith and the 
Mormons alone, and it will be but a little 
time before they control the election of this 
State; and the man that Joe Smith says shall 
be Governor, so will he be; and the men 
whom he says shall be Representatives, so 
shall they be; and we will not bear it.”
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