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organization because the Jews would not

receive it? No, verily it did not. When

the kingdom was presented to the Gen-

tiles, it was presented with Apostles and

Prophets, with healing powers, with rev-

elations direct from God, and with ev-

ery gift and grace the Jews believed in

and enjoyed while they remained faith-

ful: when it went to the Gentiles it was

perfect in its organization, but in process

of time they changed the ordinances of

the kingdom of God, and fell through the

same example of unbelief, and have re-

mained for centuries without the true or-

der of heaven among them.

Ask any portion of Christendom why

the ancient order of the Church of Christ

is not among them—Apostles, Prophets,

revelations, and other gifts, and they will

inform you that they were only needed

in the dark ages of the world, to es-

tablish the kingdom of God, but in this

enlightened age are not necessary. It

makes me think of a remark made by

Mr. Kirkham in his Grammar; he says,

"The Lord hung the Bible out of heaven,

and retired." It appears so indeed among

the Gentile nations, for in process of time

the gifts, and graces, and powers of the

kingdom of God were taken away, and

the men who officiated in the ancient

Church of God were nearly all put to

death; they were slain because they en-

deavored to maintain it in its purity, and

tried with all their might to establish

the principles that God had revealed to

the Jews, for they were the chosen peo-

ple of God, the promised seed; but they

fell because they would not receive the

Messiah, the Shiloh, their Savior; when

they put him to death, and imbrued their

hands in the best blood that had flowed

through the lineage of Judah, they had

to foot the bill; blood was shed, the

laws of God were broken, the ordinances

were changed, and the Priesthood of

High Heaven trampled upon: the Jews

must, therefore, suffer to pay the debt

they contracted. Jesus Christ told them

what would come upon them before he

was taken away, for he mourned over

them, saying, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,

thou that killest the prophets, and ston-

est them which are sent unto thee, how

often would I have gathered thy children

together, even as a hen gathereth her

chickens under her wings, and ye would

not! Behold, your house is left unto you

desolate." Again, he says to them, "Woe

unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-

ocrites! because ye build the tombs of the

prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of

the righteous, And say, If we had been

in the days of our fathers, we would not

have been partakers with them in the

blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be

witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are

the children of them which killed the

prophets. Fill ye up the measure of your

fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of

vipers, how can ye escape the damna-

tion of hell?" Again, "Woe unto you, Phar-

isees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all

manner of herbs, and pass over judg-

ment and the love of God: these ought ye

to have done, and not to leave the other

undone." He also told them that their

temple would be destroyed, and not one

stone be left upon another that would

not be thrown down, and thus they had

to suffer until the times of the Gentiles

should be fulfilled. Jesus Christ lifted up

his voice, and spared not, for he knew

what was awaiting that nation; and his

heart yearned over them when he saw

them as a nation rushing madly on to

destruction, and sowing seed that would

cause a thousand years of sorrow and

mourning by their posterity. They had

their agency to act upon as seemed them

good, and they became wicked and cor-

rupt, and instituted their own systems

of religion and ordinances, instead of the

true order of the kingdom of heaven.


