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Jesus told them they would be dispersed

among the Gentiles, and be trodden

down and afflicted by them until the

times of the Gentiles should be accom-

plished.

We understand from the Scriptures,

that have been referred to from time to

time in this desk, that the Lord will

set His hand again to gather Israel.

We heard this subject treated upon a

few Sabbaths ago, and what would take

place in the last dispensation, even in

the dispensation of the fulness of times.

But those who have been taught after

the traditions of the fathers, have been

taught that the Bible should be spiritual-

ized, that it does not mean what it says,

nor say what it means; we have been

taught to believe that where the Lord

says Israel shall be gathered, it means

spiritually. When we read any portion of

Scripture, which did not agree with our

traditions, every man had his own sys-

tem of spiritualizing, to make it bend to

his own views. Instead of this, we have

now learned that God means what He

says, and says what He means.

When we read the history of the

United States, or the history of General

Washington, no man in his sober senses

would have the least idea of spiritualiz-

ing it. When we read the history of our

revolutionary fathers, who sat in solemn

council to deliberate upon and sign the

Declaration of Independence, because of

the grievances they were called upon to

bear from the mother country, no man

would for a moment dream of spiritual-

izing these events; but every man would

understand that the historian meant

them to be read and understood literally.

Now, if we so read and believe the

history of the foundation of our na-

tional government, or the history of

the Jewish nation, or any other na-

tion, that has been written by men

who do not make any pretensions to

inspiration, if we should never think of

spiritualizing their writings, but take

them and understand them as they are

given to us, why should we take it upon

ourselves to spiritualize and twist the

words, and the meaning of the words, of

that God who rules the nations?

When He gives to us revelations of

the greatest moment to us, will He not

set forth His mind and will in their true

meaning, as He intends they shall be ful-

filled, and as He intends we shall under-

stand them? The Latter-day Saints as a

people have learned to take God at His

word. We admit that there are in the

Bible metaphors, figures, and parables.

When Jesus was teaching the women

the things of the kingdom of God, he

used comparisons which they under-

stood. Hence he says, "The kingdom

of heaven is like unto leaven, which a

woman took, and hid in three measures

of meal, till the whole was leavened." He

knew the women understood about mak-

ing bread. And so he talks to the farmer

about sowing grain, that some sow seed

on good ground, and others on stony

ground, and others among thorns, liken-

ing the kingdom of heaven unto it. He

used these metaphors to make a deeper

impression upon the minds of the chil-

dren of men; and at other times he used

dark swings in the same way. We under-

stand a figure as a figure, and a parable

as a parable, but the meaning of the Sav-

ior is plainly manifest in them.

When the Lord says by the mouth

of His Prophet, "And the Lord shall ut-

terly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian

sea; and with his mighty wind shall he

shake his hand over the river, and shall

smite it in the seven streams, and make

men go over dryshod. And there shall be

an highway for the remnant of his peo-

ple, which shall be left, from Assyria;

like as it was to Israel in the day that


