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the care of Joseph. Step by step did

he gain influence and consideration in

Egypt; and the favor and blessing of

God were manifest upon him, and upon

all that he did. God even blessed the

whole kingdom for his sake. He apprised

him, in the interpretation of Pharaoh's

dream, of the approaching famine, and

greatly multiplied the fruits of the earth,

that they might be laid up in store

against the time of need. Thus, the coun-

try to which the chosen of God was ban-

ished, was enabled to feed the starving

millions that fled thither for seven long

years, and Joseph was prime minister

to the crown, and general superinten-

dent of all the affairs of Egypt. He con-

trolled all the food that had been laid

up in store. The famine waxed strong

in the land from which he was expelled,

and they had nothing laid up in store; for

they had no Joseph to warn them of the

approaching distress. They had driven

him away, and God greatly blessed the

land to which he fled.

Soon it fell out that Joseph's brethren

had to go down to Egypt to buy corn.

"Their sheaves began to bow to his

sheaf." Again they went, being sorely

pressed with famine in their own land;

and Joseph made himself known to

them. Prince as he was, Prophet and

minister of God as he was, I cannot think

that the propriety of a union of Church

and State was discussed at their meet-

ing at all; especially not until they had

taken their dinner together. Thanks be

to the God of Israel, they had plenty to

eat!

Next, the old man himself came

down to Joseph, and all the family—

"sun, moon, and stars, made their

obeisance to him" sure enough! His

brethren do not feel towards him now,

as they did when they sold him! O,

integrity! Like the magnet that ever

attracts its own, thou dost command

and draw around thee all thy kindred

hosts! Oh, selfishness, and narrow-

minded jealousy! You are humbled in the

dust—you are prostrated at the feet of

him whose life and liberty were the sport

of your palmy days. How changed the

scene? Yet God be praised.

Can anyone, acquainted with the

Latter-day Saints' history, see any simi-

larity between their expulsion from the

States, and the causes of that expul-

sion; and the banishment of Joseph into

Egypt, and the causes of that banish-

ment? Neither of them had done any

wrong, but it was feared that they would.

They both would dream, and tell their

dreams. They were both superlatively

hated and envied by their brethren—

were both sent away among heathens to

perish, and both have been sustained by

the favor of God. We both have had coats

of many colors: ours, patch upon patch!

We have had at least, one coat different

from his, probably because such coats

were not fashionable in his day, a coat

of tar and feathers. Neither of us went

away by his own choice; but were forced

away contrary to our wishes, and con-

trary to existing laws. Both went into

countries where there is but little rain.

The chief difference that I can see, is

this. Their sheaves bowed to his sheaf.

The sun, moon, and stars bowed to him

when they came to him for bread. It

has not yet happened so unto us. But

when scarcity increases in the land from

whence we came, pestilence and plague

abound, the channels of business and

trade completely broken up, civil war

and know nothing within, the wheels

of diplomacy in the mud without, and

foreign foes press sorely on our coasts,

then the nation may begin to ask—Was

Joseph Smith a Prophet? Is God angry

with us because we have only winked

at his treacherous murder? Is He an-

gry because we have quietly suffered His

chosen people to be robbed, plundered,


