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murdered, and driven like chaff before the
wind, without interposing in any way to
prevent it? Is it because we have turned
a deaf ear to their petitions and cries for
redress?

With all the respect that is due from an
humble citizen, to the words of the chief
ruler of a great and powerful nation, and
with all the modesty that diffidence and
delicacy can inspire, I feel it my duty to
say, in the name of that God whose I am,
and whom I serve, that here lie the causes
of the increasing evils in the land, spoken
of in our text. For thus the Lord hath spo-
ken. Nations shall be cut off when they are
ripe in iniquity. But they are not ripe in in-
iquity, until they kill my servants, and cast
out my people—then will I visit them in
my anger, and vex them in my displeasure,
and cut off their bitter branches. A desolat-
ing sickness shall cover the land. (See Book
of Covenants.) Famine shall sorely oppress
them—confusion and war shall make their
hearts to faint, and their knees to tremble.
Would to God that our nation had never
given cause for the distress which they now
only begin to suffer! Would to God that
they, chiefly for their sakes, had never pro-
voked the anger of the Almighty by killing
our Prophets, and casting out our people.
Yet for us, it is all the better! For if we had
not been driven away, we might have re-
mained there to suffer as they are suffering
and will suffer. “The wrath of man is often
made to praise the Lord,” as in this case;
and everlasting honors be ascribed to Him
for His mercy, His justice, and His truth.

In view of the approaching crisis which
has been preached about, written upon,
and prophesied of by us for the last twen-
ty years, I would call upon the people of
Utah, both Saint and sinner, Jew and Gen-
tile, white men and red, to quit their vain
and unprofitable traffic and speculation,
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and go to with their might to raise wheat,
corn, and stock. Be not anxious to drive
your stock to California. Save all your
grain, and sow all you possibly can. Rich
deposits of snow are now being made in
the mountains, according to your prayers,
which betoken a fruitful year. Ask God
to bless your labors, and every seed that
you sow in the earth. Prepare storehouses
in which it can be saved. Remember Jo-
seph in Egypt! The old man himself, and
all the boys had to go to him, for he had
corn in time of famine. Politicians oppose
our gathering together. But if you will
have plenty of wheat, pork, and beef on
hand, all hell cannot stop them from com-
ing here. Look out for the old man and all
the boys to come bending unto you, and
I’ll venture they will not quarrel with you
about the union of Church and State, at
least not until they have had their break-
fast. We may then tell them that when we
were with them, they burned up our wheat
in the stack, in the shock, and that which
was scattered in the field. They burned our
hay and our houses; and left our sick, our
women and children in the scorching sun
and beating rain, without food or shelter.
We told them when they did it, that we
would have wheat when they had none.
When these poor starving thousands flock
here for food, will it not be glory enough
for you to begin with, to feed them, to
give them shelter, and administer to their
sick? Will not such coals of fire heaped
upon their heads be hot enough to satisfy
your righteous indignation? If you will
do as you are told, your eyes shall witness
just such scenes! You may ask, “When
shall these things be?” Answer. Just so
soon as you can possibly lay up the
wheat. If the United States will not make
Brigham Young Governor, wheat will.
Joseph’s brethren never voted to make
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