
ed extent, it ill becomes them to object 
to their own doctrine when the tables are 
turned.

Aside from all strife or prejudice on either 
side, to what extent are the Saints to unite 
with the world? They are God’s creatures as 
well as we. He sustains them and has regard 
for them. We ourselves were once of the 
world, and should not forget the rock from 
whence we were hewn, nor the hole of the 
pit from whence we were digged. How far, 
then, is it our duty to extend our fellowship 
and regard for them; that we may be justified 
in the eyes of God who presides over us all? 
Remember, ye Elders in Israel, that you are 
to go to all nations, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. While abroad on your mis-
sions in the discharge of your official duties, 
what favors have you a right to ask of the 
world? If you are hungry, you have the right 
to ask them for food. If you are in distress 
or in want, and cannot relieve yourselves, 
you have the right to ask them for relief and 
aid. If anyone kindly and generously gives 
you food, clothing, or money for Christ’s 
sake, and because he respects and loves you 
as a good man, let your peace and blessing 
rest upon that person, and upon all others 
that kindly administer to your wants; and 
then when you all appear before the God 
of truth, forget not to give a good account 
of those who favored you on your missions 
through this world, and say: “When I was 
hungry, they gave me food; when a stranger, 
they took me in; naked, they clothed me; 
and when thirsty, they gave me a cup of 
cold water.” Remember that your comfort 
and happiness in this life were measurably 
suspended upon their kind offices towards 
you; and in turn, their future comfort and  
happiness will be suspended upon your 
testimony, and upon your favorable report 
it will be said unto them, “Inasmuch as ye  
have done it unto one of the least of

these, my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me. Enter thou into the joys of thy Lord!”

But when you go abroad on business 
of a worldly or temporal nature, you have 
not this claim upon the hospitality of the 
world; but should pay your way the same as 
a worldling. But whether you are abroad on 
ordinary business, or as a minister of God, 
you have no right to make any more free, 
or take any more liberties, with other men’s 
wives, sisters, or daughters, than with the 
men themselves; and the higher you stand 
in the Church, the more heinous and crim-
inal would be such an offense. Whenever 
a “Mormon” will do any such thing, you 
may know that he is under transgression, 
that the spirit of truth, of honor, of integri-
ty, or of God, is not with him. But if any of 
you, outsiders, have a “Mormon” wife, who 
became a “Mormon” before you married 
her, and you married her with your eyes 
opened to the fact, I cannot promise that 
your happiness with her will always be un-
interrupted. I say the same in relation to a 
“Mormon,” if he marry out of this Church 
(a circumstance that never occurred to my 
knowledge). Any ‘“Mormon” who will seek 
the company of a lewd woman, either at 
home or abroad, or that will try to seduce 
a virtuous woman, is looked upon precisely 
the same, and with similar feeling to those 
with which we would look upon the con-
tents of a bilious stomach ejected by the aid 
of lobelia, or tartar emetic. We spew such 
out of our mouth. We can look upon no 
such character as a Christian or a gentle-
man, though he be the highest “Mormon” 
official, a civil or military officer, the king 
upon his throne, or the President in his 
chair. The higher the station, the more sin-
ful and loathsome the act.

But if a man, in good faith and in-
tegrity, with righteousness as the girdle  
of his loins, take unto himself many
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