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and reputation here that it has in Lon-

don, New York, Boston, Philadelphia,

or Washington, then we might be com-

paratively silent while such vices car-

ried the popular sway. But anything

unusual, and of a corrupting character

in our midst, excites in us an indigna-

tion that often finds vent in maledictions

upon the heads of the demons that at-

tempt to introduce it.

If there were none but Latter-day

Saints living in Utah, we should have

no occasion to speak upon this subject as

we do; but being infested by those "who

profess the pure morality of the religion

of Jesus," such as the Charleston Mer-

cury endorses and eulogizes, we are con-

strained to speak in great plainness. I

will now leave this subject, knowing that

he or she that is righteous will be righ-

teous still; and they who are filthy will

be filthy still.

I discover that some of the Eastern

papers represent me as a great blasphe-

mer, because I said, in my lecture on

Marriage, at our last Conference, that

Jesus Christ was married at Cana of

Galilee, that Mary, Martha, and others

were his wives, and that he begat chil-

dren.

All that I have to say in reply to that

charge is this—they worship a Savior

that is too pure and holy to fulfil the

commands of his Father. I worship one

that is just pure and holy enough "to ful-

fil all righteousness;" not only the righ-

teous law of baptism, but the still more

righteous and important law "to multi-

ply and replenish the earth." Startle not

at this! For even the Father himself hon-

ored that law by coming down to Mary,

without a natural body, and begetting a

son; and if Jesus begat children, he only

"did that which he had seen his Father

do."

But to return to our subject—the

fellowship of the world. Unite with

them just as far as you require them

to unite with you, and upon the same

principle. If they are hungry, feed

them when in your power. If they are

in distress, trouble, or difficulty, relieve

them. Take them in when strangers, if

they ask you. Be kind unto them and

courteous; yet remember that God has

given to you His Holy Spirit as a stan-

dard, to which the world should come.

It is your duty to honor that standard,

and to keep it erect. If the world have

fellowship and union with you, let it be

in the Spirit of the Lord. But if you

allow that standard to fall in your own

hearts, or to become recumbent, and you

slide back into the spirit of the world

and unite with them, you have virtually

struck your colors to the enemy, and gone

over to his side! The salt has lost its sa-

vor, and is become powerless to save. It

is only fit to be cast out and trodden un-

der foot of men.

If you love and respect the welfare of

the world, never allow yourselves to im-

bibe their spirit, or to become one with

them. For if you do, you cannot be a

savior, but need one as well as they; for

you both stand upon one and the same

level. The world hated the Savior before

they hated us, and they killed him be-

cause he would never unite in heart and

spirit with them. They will kill some of

us for the same cause. But blessed are

the man and the woman that are hated

by the world because they will not be one

with them. "Do them all the good you

can, and as little harm as possible."

In conclusion, the present is an im-

portant era, an era in which the nations

are becoming angry. They thirst for each

other's blood; and who knows but that all

nations will, respectively, file off under

the heads of Greek and Roman, or "Gog

and Magog," to fight the terrible battles

spoken of in sacred writ?

Ye Saints of latter days, keep your

lamps trimmed and burning, that you

walk not in darkness. Ye virgins, wise

and foolish, awake, for, behold, the


