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driven from the State of Missouri, leav-

ing the Prophet and a good many of his

brethren in prison. We thus passed on

from the year 1837 until the year 1843,

when the Lord concluded that the people

who had been gathered, since the scat-

tering from Missouri, had been made ac-

quainted with the principles of His king-

dom so long, that they must have become

strong enough for Him to reveal one sen-

timent more.

Whereupon, the Prophet goes up on

the stand, and, after preaching about ev-

erything else he could think of in the

world, at last hints at the idea of the

law of redemption, makes a bare hint

at the law of sealing, and it produced

such a tremendous excitement that, as

soon as he had got his dinner half eaten,

he had to go back to the stand, and un-

preach all that he had preached, and left

the people to guess at the matter. While

he was thus preaching he turned to the

men sitting in the stand, and who were

the men who should have backed him up,

for instance, to our good old President

Marks, William and Wilson Law, and fa-

ther Cowles, and a number of other indi-

viduals about Nauvoo, for this occurred

when the Twelve were in the Eastern

portions of the United States, and said,

"If I were to reveal the things that God

has revealed to me, if I were to reveal

to this people the doctrines that I know

are for their exaltation, these men would

spill my blood." This shows the improve-

ment that had been, the advancement

that had been made, and the light that

had been attained. He also said, that

there were men and women in that con-

gregation who imagined themselves al-

most perfect, and who would oppose and

reject the principles of exaltation, and

would never fully realize their mistake

until the morning of the resurrection. I

was not there, and did not hear the dis-

course; but persons were there who could

write two or three words of a sentence,

and I profess to be good enough at guess-

ing, to tell what the balance was.

In tracing the history of this Church

through the records, I make myself ac-

quainted with circumstances, and I can-

not but see illustrated before the eyes of

the whole people the fatherly care that

God had to take in revealing to this peo-

ple the law of exaltation. Finally, He re-

vealed so much of it that William Law,

one of the First Presidency, and one of

the most sanctimonious men in Israel,

got alarmed for fear that Joseph was go-

ing to kill him, and he called the whole

of the Police before the City Council, and

had them all sworn, and cross examined,

to find out if Joseph had instructed any

of them to kill him. I told some of the

boys at that time, that he knew he had

done something that he ought to die for,

or he would not be so afraid of his best

friends. Joseph said to the Council and

Police, "I might live, as Caesar might

have lived, were it not for a right hand

Brutus;" and the illustration of that say-

ing is most clearly shown by William

Law's operations in bringing about the

murder of the Prophet. The men who

were in his bosom, shared his confidence,

and professed to be his warmest and best

friends, were the men to treacherously

shed his blood.

Why? Because he had revealed one

additional principle of the law of redemp-

tion, that is, that the man is not with-

out the woman, nor the woman without

the man, in the Lord; that if a man went

to the eternal world without obeying the

law of sealing, he would remain forever

alone, forever a servant, and could never

have any increase; that if a woman en-

tered the celestial world without hav-

ing complied with the law of sealing,

as entrusted by the Savior to his Apos-

tles, she would remain forever alone, and

without any increase; and if either man


