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or woman should reject the principles of

that law, they would forever lament and

mourn that they might have been ex-

alted to an eternal increase, and an ev-

erlasting dominion, but they would not

have it.

There was a very high degree of

hypocrisy manifested in the manners of

this President William Law that always

astonished me. I have learned, in writ-

ing history, one or two very singular in-

stances.

In 1843 Joseph Smith was arrested

two hundred and fifty miles from home;

the Saints felt a great anxiety for his

safety; hundreds of individuals went out

of Nauvoo on horseback, and took posses-

sion of all the roads between the Missis-

sippi and Illinois rivers, and some set out

on a steamboat, with a determination to

examine every boat on the rivers, and

attack anyone that had him on board;

and some of the most rapid marches on

record were performed on that occasion.

Among others William Law started out

with a party; when he met Joseph, he

rushed up to him and took him in his

arms, and hugged him, and kissed him

before some fifty or a hundred witnesses.

He must have loved him wonderfully, for,

about half an hour previous to his meet-

ing Joseph, he had got the idea that he

had been shipped on board a steamboat

into Missouri, and he was dreadfully ex-

cited. Brother A. P. Rockwood, or John

Butler, can tell you how he talked. "O!"

says he, "I would not have Joseph taken

to Missouri and killed for anything in

the world, for property would fall more

than one half its value in Nauvoo." There

is the saying of a man who, like Judas,

could kiss the Prophet, when probably

there were not many men in the whole

city that would have cared a farthing for

all the property in the world, when com-

pared with saving Joseph's life.

After the death of the Prophet, the

world and the devil thought that they

had once more destroyed the attempt of

the Almighty to reveal the law of exal-

tation, as only part of the work of rear-

ing the Temple was then done. The

news spread all over the United States

that the Governor of Illinois had treach-

erously pledged the faith of the State

for the safety of Joseph Smith, and also

how honorably the Prophet had acted in

everything under these trying circum-

stances, being well aware that his death

was intended, and the people were really

shocked at such base treachery, but gen-

erally exclaimed, "How disgraceful! How

disgraceful!! To murder him so treacher-

ously!!! But on second thoughts, it is a

good thing he is dead."

By and by the devil discovered that

brother Joseph's blood was not spilled

before the Lord had said, "You have done

enough, you may rest from your labors."

He had conferred upon others the knowl-

edge of the Priesthood; and God raised

up another man to be a Prophet unto Is-

rael, to be a President, a Ruler, and In-

structor. I once heard a person say, "O!

I do wish brother Brigham was as good

a man as Joseph was." Now let me tell

you, brethren, that if brother Brigham

was one particle better man than he is,

he could not stay among us, he would

have to leave us; he is just as good a

man as we are at present worthy of hav-

ing in our midst. The Lord in mercy to

us has given us a great Prophet and a

wise Ruler in Israel that we may exert

our powers, influence, and wisdom, un-

der his direction, to prepare for the reve-

lation of the law of exaltation which has

been so long promised.

We went to work in Nauvoo and fin-

ished the Temple, and had no sooner

got it done but we had to leave it

to be burned by our enemies; and

they then thought that if we were

only driven into the wilderness, our

sufferings would be so great in the


