GATHERING AND SANCTIFICATION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

desert that we should all perish, and that
would be the end of the matter. The devil
wisely got up a new system of treatment;
after they had robbed us of everything we
had, and driven us from all the comforts
and necessaries of life into the desert, he
commenced to adopt the “let alone sys-
tem” upon us, under the impression that
we would die of our own accord. They
commenced this under glorious auspices,
when we had nothing to eat, nothing to
wear, not a drop of rain to water the earth,
and a desert all around us, of the appar-
ent fertility of which you may judge, when
the mountaineers said that they would give
a thousand dollars for the first bushel of
wheat or corn that was raised in the Val-
ley. While letting us alone, a considerable
change took place; but it was hard to let
us alone long, they had to give us an occa-
sional poke, that we might know they were
still alive.

While letting us alone the Gospel was
introduced into the Sandwich Islands, and
into Denmark, and has begun to pour out
its blessings in Sweden, Norway, Italy,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Africa, Aus-
tralia, Malta, Gibraltar, the Crimea, and
the East Indies, and is spreading all over the
world ten times more rapidly than ever. All
this came through “letting us alone.” I do
not know but they may conclude it to be
the best to give us another blow ups; if they
do, it will be precisely as it was with the man
who did not like the mustard stalk in his
garden, which grew up, and became large
and full of seed. The owner saw it had gone
to seed in the garden, and became dreadfully
irritated with the gardener, and got the hoe,
and beat the stalks to pieces in his anger,
and scattered the seed all over the garden.
That is the way our enemies have operated
the whole time, so they may as well take the
“let alone system” as any other. Joseph pro-
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phesied that if they would let us alone, we
would spread the Gospel all over the world,
and if they did not let us alone, we would
spread it anyhow, only a little quicker.

But to my text, “O Jerusalem, Je-
rusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy chil-
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!” Let me tell you, my friends, that the
foundation of another Temple is laid, and
the very moment the first stone was placed,
that moment the devil began to rage again;
and if this people will be united, they will
be the identical people that will “learn the
ways of the Lord,” and the Lord will reveal
unto them things that have been hid from
before the foundation of the world. We
find ourselves here, not by our own will but
forced by our enemies, in the midst of the
tops of the mountains, about a mile above
the Christian world, surrounded by moun-
tains whose tops are covered with perpetual
snows; and we also find the fulfillment of
the prophecy that many people of all na-
tions are saying, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths.”

‘We are here, and the Lord is determined,
if He can accomplish it, if we will let Him,
to reveal unto us the laws of exaltation. He
is determined to make this people “Kings
and Priests unto God and his Father;” to
give them the keys of exaltation for the
redemption of themselves, and of all their
dead back to the time when the covenant
was broken. If this people will be submis-
sive and obedient to the laws and instruc-
tions of His Prophet and His Apostles, obey
the teachings that are given unto them,
and keep themselves pure, He will re-
veal unto them all those blessings; and
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