THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL

We want all men to do this, we want all
women to observe the same thing—to
keep the commandments of God, and
keep themselves pure and clean. And if
you are not clean, pure, and holy, I would
advise you to repent of your sins, and go
and be baptized for the remission of them,
and sanctify yourselves, and receive the
Holy Ghost, that it may show you things
to come, and bring things to your remem-
brance. That is my counsel and advice.

225

May God bless you, brethren and sis-
ters, and bless this whole people, male and
female, old and young, foreigner and ev-
erybody else; may He bless you with peace
and quietness, that we may have a heav-
enly time, a joyful time during the com-
ing winter. May God bless you with these
blessings, and every other, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.
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I will call your attention this morning
while I read to you that scripture recorded
in the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the
Galatians, 1st. chap.

[President Grant read the whole chapter.]

Not long ago, our President was saying
that he would like it, if the Elders would
preach the Gospel. Considering myself an
Elder, and years ago having had some expe-
rience in preaching the first principles of the
Gospel to the world, I thought this morn-
ing I would endeavor, by the aid of your
prayers, and by the aid of the Spirit of the
Lord, to preach what I consider the Gospel.

In the chapter I have read there is a favor-
ite text, that I used to select when I was trav-
eling abroad to preach, particularly when I
chanced to get among those who supposed
the Latter-day Saints, or “Mormons,” had
a new Bible, and preached a new Gospel.
I used to select the eighth verse of the
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chapter I have just read, which reads as fol-
lows—“But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed.”

All who understand the language of this
passage, will agree that the Apostle allud-
ed particularly to the Gospel that he had
preached to the Galatians and others, and
that which was preached by his colleagues,
the other Apostles, and by others who were
authorized to preach.

It would be useless for a man to em-
brace our religion unless he could be sat-
isfied that the first principles thereof are
based upon the word of God contained
in the holy Scriptures. In relation to our
faith, I would say, the Gospel as preached
by the Apostles, and as contained in the
book of Mormon, is the same, or agrees
with the Gospel contained in the Bible.
The Gospel preached by Joseph Smith,
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