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But, inquires one, “Do you have an
idea we had once much information and
knowledge in the spirit world?” Yes, we
had a great deal of knowledge and informa-
tion, but to what extent I know not; suffice
to say we had much knowledge, we were
capable, when the morning stars sang to-
gether for joy, when the foundations of this
earth were laid, of lifting up our voices and
shouting aloud for joy. What produced
this joy? The contemplation of a world on
which we were to receive our probation,
and have tabernacles of flesh and bones and
obtain our redemption. All these things
were known to us in our anterior state, but
we have forgotten them all. We knew then
about the Redeemer—about Christ, but
we forgot it in our infantile moments.

As soon as our spirits were enclosed in
this tabernacle all our former knowledge
vanished away—the knowledge of our
former acts was lost, what we did then we
know not; we had laws to govern us; how
obedient to them we were we know not;
how faithful we were we know not, we had
a contest with the one-third part of the
hosts of heaven, and we overcame them;
and then the Lord made an earth where we
might have a second probation, and forget
all we once knew concerning the battles we
had fought, before we came here, against
Lucifer the son of the morning. We forget
about the laws that were given to govern
us in that spiritual state. Why all this? If
we came here with all the knowledge we
formerly possessed, could we be again tried
as those who possess only the first princi-
ples of knowledge? We must begin at the
alphabet of knowledge; and when once we
begin to gain knowledge and information
the Lord tries us to see if we will comply
with that, and if we do, He gives us more,
in this probationary state; but after we have
gained all we can here, it is nothing com-
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pared with that immense fulness, which it
is the privilege of the children of men to
obtain in the future state of existence.

Our knowledge here is, comparatively
speaking, nothing; it can hardly be reck-
oned the elements of knowledge. What
few glimmering ideas the wisest of us
get, we obtain by experience, through the
medium of our senses, and the reflecting
powers of the mind.

Some people suppose that we do not
acquire scarcely any knowledge, only what
we get by seeing, hearing, tasting, smell-
ing, and feeling; we may not, in one sense
of the word, but in another sense there is a
vast amount of knowledge which we gain
by reflection; the solving of mathematical
problems from beginning to end is not
brought about by seeing, hearing, tasting,
smelling, or feeling, unless the mind can
feel them; we reason from one step to an-
other until we solve the proposition. There
is a vast field of knowledge, pertaining to
this state, that mankind can gain through
the medium of their reflecting or reason-
ing powers; and then there is another vast
field that they can explore through the me-
dium of their senses. I am now speaking of
temporal knowledge.

We became acquainted with light and
color through the organization of our bod-
ies. In other words the Lord has construct-
ed the mortal eye and framed it in such a
manner that it is capable of being acted
upon by one of the elements of nature,
called light; and that gives us a great variety
of knowledge. A blind man knows nothing
about light, as we were told here the oth-
er day by our President, the blind man
knows nothing about light if he were born
blind. You cannot, by talking with him
for a thousand years, instil into his mind
an idea what red, yellow, white, black,
green, blue are like; they are ideas that have
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