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in such a way as shall enable me to attain
to that which is in the future for the faith-
ful. If I had no knowledge or understand-
ing of the future, it would be like a person
pursuing a phantom that he did not know
was of any worth; but the more know-
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ledge we get of the future, the more we
impress it upon our minds and in our
thoughts, the more we will be stirred up in
our exertions to do that which concerns us
at the present moment, knowing that it has
an all-important bearing upon the future.
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Twenty-five years ago today this
Church was organized with six members.
More had been baptized by brother Jo-
seph, but he having received a revelation
to organize the Church, and only six mem-
bers being present, they were all that were
then incorporated. Many of the faithful
brethren and sisters, who embraced the
Gospel of salvation in the early days of the
history of this work, have no doubt often
looked over the ground this Church has
traversed, and have been enabled to dis-
cern the invisible hand of the Lord in the
preservation of this people in the various
scenes they have passed through.

Many times, to all human appearance,
there was no temporal salvation for the
Saints. Again, those who were not faithful,
beholding things as the natural man beholds
them, have left the Church; yes, scores of
them, hundreds of them, thousands of them,
both male and female. They looked at this
kingdom, and, considering its progress upon
seemingly natural principles, discovered
it was best for them to leave it, and if pos-
sible save their lives. Those who have been
faithful can witness this day, that those who
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have sought to save their lives have lost
them, while those who have sought dili-
gently to build up the kingdom of God,
who have clung to the commandments of
the Lord, who have not counted their lives
dear to them, have saved their lives.

It is marvelous, it is marvelously strange,
and truly it is a marvelous work and a won-
der, to those destitute of the revelations of
Jesus Christ, when they reflect upon the
history of this people, in their travels and
progress; and it has been a wonder to all
who have been acquainted with it.

Those who were acquainted with the rise
of this Church, with the lives and acts of the
few who then believed the Gospel, and with
the lives and acts of many who surrounded
them, discovered then that the powers of
darkness, the powers of the enemies of all
righteousness, were leveled against the few
who believed in the Book of Mormon,
and who believed that Joseph Smith was a
Prophet. Whether they were six in num-
ber, or six times six, or whether there was
but one, it made no difference. Just as soon
as the Book of Mormon was declared to
the people, or to a neighborhood, and pro-
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