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vel, realizing as I do that every person

who lives in this Church must be faith-

ful. They cannot run by sight, but must

actually exercise faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ, in order to enjoy the light of the

Holy Ghost. When they neglect this, the

spirit of the world takes possession of

them, and they become cold and fruit-

less, and pine away into darkness and

spiritual death, and finally leave us. Will

this continue? Yes.

Perhaps there are many who are as-

tonished to see people apostatize, but it

really is no marvel, it is no astonishment

at all. If you wish to know the reason

why they apostatize, it is because they

neglect their duty, lose the Spirit of the

Lord, and the spirit of the holy Gospel

that they received when they first em-

braced it. Many receive the Gospel be-

cause they know it is true; they are con-

vinced in their judgment that it is true;

strong argument overpowers them, and

they are rationally compelled to admit

the Gospel to be true upon fair reason-

ing. They yield to it, and obey its first

principles, but never seek to be enlight-

ened by the power of the Holy Ghost;

such ones frequently step out of the way.

Say they, "Mormonism is true, but I

am not going to stand it; I am not go-

ing to abide this severe temporal loss; I

am not going to stay here and have my

rights trampled upon; I am not going to

be checked in my career; I do not wish to

be trammeled in my doings, but I want

my liberty perfectly; still I believe it to

be true with all my heart."

Well, right upon these statements, if

such men only believe "Mormonism" to

be true, and that too no stronger than

they do, they are not so far ahead in this

particular as the devils in hell, for they

both believe and know that the Gospel

is true. They believe and know that Je-

sus is the Christ; they believe in the Old

and New Testament, and in the Book of

Mormon, and know that they are true.

They know when a true Prophet comes

forth upon the earth; if they did not they

would not raise up persecution against

him. Not only believing, but knowing

that the Gospel is true, they are arrayed

in opposition to the truth, and lay every

plan and scheme, that it is possible for

devils to invent, to overthrow the king-

dom of God on earth, that they may re-

tain possession of the world still longer.

Will there still be apostasy? Yes,

brethren and sisters, you may expect

that people will come into the Church,

and then apostatize. You may expect

that some people will run well for a sea-

son, and then fall out by the way. For

example, take the parable of the sower

that went out to sow, "And when he

sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside,

and the fowls came and devoured them

up: Some fell upon stony places, where

they had not much earth: and forth-

with they sprung up, because they had

no deepness of earth: And when the sun

was up, they were scorched; and because

they had no root, they withered away.

And some fell among thorns; and the

thorns sprung up, and choked them: But

other fell into good ground, and brought

forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some

sixtyfold, some thirtyfold."

When the seed falls into good ground

it takes root, and brings forth fruit; such

individuals will be faithful to the end.

The seed that falls by the way side, for

want of root cannot endure the scorch-

ing sun of persecution. Those who are

represented by the seed among thorns

cannot endure because of the cares of

the world and the pride of life. The in-

fluence and power of the world, and of

the adversary, surrounding such individ-

uals, they are by and by turned away,

and cease to be Saints, cease to serve the


