FAITHFULNESS AND APOSTASY

and of nearly all that is in it, and says,
“I am determined to destroy every man,
woman, and child that will not yield to
my kingdom, obey my mandates, and re-
nounce the Lord Jesus Christ.” But my de-
termination is, not to renounce the Lord
Jesus Christ and his commandments, but
to keep his commandments faithfully, and
let this people pursue the same course, and
wait until the final issue, and see who will
come off victorious in the great contest.

At present the enemies of all righ-
teousness have the lead, and say, “Now
you poor Mormons, are you not afraid
that we can muster our thousands, and de-
stroy every one of you?” “Go to hell,” say
I, “and be damned; for you will go there,
and you are damned already.” I can prove
from the Scriptures that they are in hell,
though sanctimonious persons consider it
wicked to make such remarks. I also say,
“Stay in the hell you are in, if you choose,
or go to another if you can.”

Are the people going to fear? If fear is in
the hearts of any of you, it is because you
do not pray often enough; or when you
do pray you are not sufficiently humble
before the Lord. You do not plead with
Him until your will is swallowed up in
His. If every one of the Latter-day Saints
lived up to their privileges, they would not
fear the world, and all that they can do any
more than they fear that the cranes, that
fly croaking three quarters of a mile above
them, will drop their eggs upon them to
dash their brains out. You might as well
fear that event, as to fear all the forces of
hell, if the people were sanctified before
the Lord, and would do His will every day.

Are these ideas strange to you? Read and
learn how the Lord protected the children
of Israel in former days, even during their
wickedness, and rebellion against Him.
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Whenever a good man would say,
“Cease your wickedness, turn from your
idols, and seek to the Lord,” and they
hearkened to his counsel, then the Lord
would fight their battles, and kill their
enemies by scores and hundreds of thou-
sands. And on one occasion the angel of
the Lord slew one hundred and eighty-five
thousand of those who came against His
people to destroy them, “and when they
arose early in the morning, behold, they
were all dead corpses.” So reads the Bible.
The Lord fought their battles.

Again, Elisha’s servant saw that there
was more for them than all who were
against them; he saw that the sides of the
mountains were covered with “chariots of
fire.”

When the Lord commands those in-
visible beings, shall I say, those who have
had their resurrection? Yes, millions and
millions more than the inhabitants of this
earth, they can fight your battles.

Now, since one angel could fight their
battles in former times, and overcome the
enemies of the people of God, whom shall
we fear? Shall we fear those who can kill the
body, and then have no more that they can
do? No, but we will fear Him who is able
not only to destroy the body but has power
to cast both soul and body into hell fire.

There is an item of doctrine that I will
now present just as it occurs to me. You
are aware that many think that the devil
has rule and power over both body and
spirit. Now, I want to tell you that he does
not hold any power over man, only so far
as the body overcomes the spirit that is in a
man, through yielding to the spirit of evil.
The spirit that the Lord puts into a taber-
nacle of flesh, is under the dictation of the
Lord Almighty; but the spirit and body are
united in order that the spirit may have a
tabernacle, and be exalted; and the spirit
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