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heavens; they are looking for mansions

that are prepared in the presence of God

their Father; they are looking for immor-

tality and eternal lives.

But we have no promise, unless we

endure in faith unto the end; whether

we live few or many years upon the

earth, we must endure through all the

trials, tribulations, difficulties, and per-

secutions which the Lord sees fit in His

infinite wisdom to cause us, as individu-

als, or as a people, to wade through; we

must endure them, and hold steadfast to

the faith, if we would inherit the crowns

of eternal lives that are promised to the

faithful.

In speaking of this, I will qualify my

language by saying, that the Saint who

has been sealed unto eternal life and

falls into transgression and does not re-

pent, but dies in his sin, will be afflicted

and tormented after he leaves this veil

of tears until the day of redemption; but

having been sealed with the spirit of

promise through the ordinances of the

house of God, those things which have

been sealed upon his head will be real-

ized by him in the morning of the res-

urrection. But it is my desire and my

constant prayer that I may so live, that

when I depart from this life—when I lay

down this mortal body (if I am called

upon to lay it down before the coming

of our Lord), I may enter into the par-

adise of rest, and not only conquer Satan,

and have power over him here, but have

power over him and all his hosts here-

after. These are my feelings, these are

my desires, and this is my prayer.

What am I willing to do to ac-

complish this? I will tell you what

I feel willing to do. I am willing

to do everything the Lord requires at

my hands, so far as I understand His

will concerning me. What is property?

What is gold? What is silver? What

are houses and inheritances, or any

of the riches of this world, compared

with the riches of eternal life? Have I

anything that I have obtained by my own

wisdom, or by my own exertions, inde-

pendent of the hand and providences of

the Almighty? No, I have not. The earth

is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof is

His. I am in His hands, and all that I

have is in His hands; and if the servants

of God require it, if God desires all that

I have, it is on hand, at any moment.

These are my feelings; and should not

these be the feelings of all the Latter-day

Saints? (Voice, "Yes.")

We heard the testimony of our Presi-

dent from this stand this forenoon, con-

cerning himself, and that which God has

been pleased to put within his posses-

sion. God has been with him, and His

hand has been over him for good, and

He has blessed him in all things that

he has set his hand to do, even as He

blessed Joseph when he was sent down

into Egypt. He has accumulated by

the providence of the Almighty much of

this world's goods; God has given it to

him. You heard him express himself

before you, that he had made arrange-

ments to consecrate all that he has unto

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. If, then, our President—a

man of great possessions, with houses

and lands, inheritances, cattle, and with

an abundance, is willing to consecrate

the whole of it for the building up of the

cause of God, should not we be willing to

follow in his footsteps? Yes, verily.

As I have said in days that are past,

the time will come (and how soon we

know not), but it will come, when this

people will become of one heart and of

one mind in temporal things, as well as

in spiritual: they will as individuals be

identified with the Church, and all they

possess, whether it be gold, or silver,

or jewelry, or cattle, or flocks, or herds,

or lands, or houses, or wives, or chil-

dren, it matters not what they possess, it


